who veturns all 
the good that 
he has to the 


Biease return to gov dd God 
St. Trancis of Ussisi 


Graduate Theclogical 


=rancis can 


erald and 


orum 


Official Organ of the Third Order of St. 


Francis in North America. 


Manager—Albert J. Nimeth, O.F.M. 
Editor—Mark Hegener, O.F.M. 
Associate—Xavier Carroll, O.F.M. 


Published monthly at 1434 W. 51st St. 
Chicago 9, IIl., U.S.A., Tel. YArds 7-2100 


Entered as second class matter March 23, 
1940, at the Post Office at Chicago, Illinois, 
under Act of March 3,1879. Acceptance for 
mailing at special rate of postage provided 
for in section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, 
authorized April 1, 1934. 


$2.00 a year; 20c a copy 


Cover Text: Our Lord used the 
story of the unjust steward to drive 
home a point: we are merely cus- 
todians of God’s goods and bene- 
ficiaries of His goodness. To use 
God’s good gifts as though we had 
earned them, or worse, as though 
we had deserved them, is to bloat 
our ego with the most disgusting 
kind of pride—shorn of the soften- 
ing influence of humility and grat- 
itude, The climate of the soul be- 
comes selfish, sour, and joyless. 
The steward whom the Master had 
forgiven forgets that goodness and 
chokes his fellow-servant into pay- 
ing his debt. Gratitude at having 
received God’s goodness is the fore- 
runner to the spirit of magnamin- 
ity which heralds the true spirit 
of poverty: having all things and 
possessing nothing! Such was the 
“blessed happiness” of St. Francis. 
Such is his wish for us. 
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The Boston Convention 


. aD se KEYNOTE ADDRESS of Archibishop Richard J. Cushing, Episcopal 
' Protector of the Third Order in the U.S., is printed in this issue of 
| the Forum. It is a masterly statement of the clean cut diachotomy 


: 
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between two ways of life. We might just as well say, between two loves. 
For we are back to the ancient statement of St. Augustine, written as he 
viewed world history when writing his City of God. “Two loves built 
two cities—the earthly, which is built up by the love of self to the con- 
tempt of God, and the heavenly, which is built up by the love of God 
to the contempt of self” (De Civ. Dei XIV, xxviii). 

Archbishop Cushing pointed up the “two loves” in today’s world: 
Christian spirituality and modern materialism. Between the two there 
is no meeting. For their loves are different. From the writings of St. 
Augustine the Franciscan school of thought was born. If a society is 
associated in a love of that which is good, it will be a good society; if 
the objects of its love are evil, it will be bad. The sociology of the 
Franciscan is based on the same p:ychological principle which pervades 
the whole Franciscan outlook and life: the principle of the all-impor- 
tance of the will and the sovereignty of love. 

All the desires of the human heart are reducible to one: man desires 
happiness, he seeks peace. (St. Francis summed up this basic desire 
by channelling it into a greeting; “Pax et Bonum”—Peace and Happi- 
ness.) AJ] man’s lusts and hates and hopes and fears are directed to that 


final end—happiness and peace. The only difference is the nature of the 
peace and happiness man is seeking. 

The “natural man” or materialist, lives for himself and desires only I 
a material happiness and temporal peace. The spiritual man lives for 
God and seeks spiritual beatitude (happiness) and a peace which is 
eternal. The two tendencies of the will produce two types of men and 
two kinds of society. So finally, we come to the two loves which built 
two cities. 


That is what we have today. The City of Man is represented eminently 
by Communism and by the hedonistic materialists who evaluate life only 
in terms of material success. The City of God is represented by those 
who are striving to become pleasing to God and who seek the peace 
which this world cannot give, and the home which is above. 

This is the Third Order of St. Francis. St. Francis thought of it as a 
a i h Christ only.” 
new and a humble people who would be content to have Christ only. 


The Franciscan message to our generation, said Archbishop Cushing. 
is that the tertiaries especially cannot keep the kingdom of God to them- 
selves. They must spread it. We may not become spiritual millionaires 
will all the potentialities of personal sanctity locked up in selfish hearts. 
The essential thing today is that everyone become an apostle; for terti- 
aries this means that they become Heralds of the Great King. 


TERTIARY LEADERSHIP NEEDED 


Nor is enthusiasm enough. Hard headed training is necessary. We 
come back again and again to a regular Third Order leadership school, 
a subject which was explored many years ago. In the intervening years 
attempts have been made to indoctrinate (1) directors and (2) officers. 
But a sustained effort has never been put forth, except that which has 
originated from some individual enthusiasm. Archbishop Cushing said 
that leaders need training in politics, economics, apologetics. 

We believe that a regular “Franciscanism” course should be devel- 
oped by the Franciscan scholars in their fields. We envision it as having 
a solid course in the life and times of St. Francis, using a standard 
biography. We believe that such a leadership course should inculeate, 
according to the capacity of the group, the main elements of Francisean 
philosophy and theology—at least an endeavor to bring out basic out- 
looks, if not all the refinements of philosophers and theologians. We 
would like to see, too, an historical and literary survey, showing the 
influence of the friars on history, art, science and belle letters as well as 
on our life of devotion. A special section of such a course should deal 
with Franciscan social principles, spelled out briefly in The Social Ideals 
of St. Francis by Fr. James Meyer O.F.M., and another section should 
be devoted to Franciscan spirituality and asceticism. Such, we believe, 
would be a basic leadership course that could be easily developed and 
a syllabus put into the hands of instructors across the country. 


These thoughts were touched upon at the congress. The workshops 
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ook up practical problems of fraternity administration and techniques 
in promoting the Order both as an organization and as a movement. 
he new flip charts for postulant instructions were demonstrated. The 
ommon Fund and how it should be handled was fully discussed. Points 
or promoters were gathered together. 


RESOLUTIONS EFFECTED 


The resolutions made at the closing session of the convention are 
printed in full in the Central Office Newsletter (see below). Important 
were resolutions having to do with a new TV series of 15 minute programs 
to be made by the Hour of St. Francis. We have seen the pilot film and 
) are convinced that the simple technique used (a top-flight Hollywood star 
narrating an Hour of St. Francis story with the aid of simple “props”) 
/is very telling and a welcome relief from the heavy panoply of actors 
and props that have now cluttered up the simplest TV programs. Every- 
one wants to get in on every act! Programs are padded out and the 
sponsor foots the bill. So it seems to us. Simplicity is putting over the 
TV message which the Hour has to offer is a sharp and a brave departure. 
We will soon see... on TV. 

Other resolutions had to do with THE ForuM and indicated that each 
fraternity’s council members and director (at least) should receive the 
Forum, paid for out of the Common Fund of the fraternity. 


DiocEsAN DrrREcTOR PROPOSED 


From the side-lines of the convention came a number of other sug- 
gestions. For instance, it was suggested that the Executive Committee 
suggest a Third Order director from each diocese to that director’s 
proper superior for appointment as the diocesan director of the Third 
Order. This arrangement would certainly bring a great deal more unity 
into T.O. efforts in any given locality and designate one man as the 
contact with the local Ordinary who, as things are now, must often be 
confused by the multiplicity and unrelated activities of the Third Order 
in some areas. The proper superior of the Third Order director selected 
of a given diocese would propose to the local Ordinary of the choice of 
the Executive Board and the approval of the Directive Board (i.e., the 
Ministers Provincial of all four obediences). We believe this would be 
a tremendous step forward in relating the work of the Third Order and 
making it a closer knit organization which would then be better able 
to promote the Third Order ideals as a movement with more concerted 
force and intelligent effort. 


New T.O. ConstIruTIoN APPROVED 


During the course of the convention we learned that the International 
Third Order Constitutions had finally been approved by the Sacred 
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Congregation of Religious and that now they await a translation after | 
which they will be issued by a joint letter of the Ministers General. | 
This should take place shortly after the Christmas holidays. 


We were fortunate in having at the convention the assistant com- |/ 
missary general of the O.F.M. obedience, Fr. Brian Gordon O.F.M. His | 
comments on the new constitutions were very illuminating. We have | 
his word that he will write a commentry for the Forum on the new | 
constitutions during the course of this year. | 

We mention here a few of the salient points in the new constitutions | 
without any thought of promulgating them. Further explanation and 
comment will come later. 


The constitutions provide that the cord must be worn in the normal 
manner. The scapular, however, can be worn in any decent manner 
under the outer clothing. 


Any approved form of the Divine Office in the vernacular can be used 
by tertiaries to be substituted for the regular office of the Paters. Thus, 
for instance, the Short Breviary published by the Benedictine Press, 
Collegeville, Minn. Or the new Officium Parvum to be published in 
English very shortly by Herder and Company. 


The manner of election follows roughly a suggestion made in “The 
Ritual for Public Functions” (Franciscan Herald Press, page 65). This 
does away with running tertiaries for specific lesser offices on the council. 
Offices are given to the tertiaries elected to the council at the first meet- 
ing after the election, by the Prefect of the fraternity. 


Largely, however, the new constitutions are a shortened form of hand- 
book which brings pertinent T.O. legislation together briefly and offi- 
cially. The inexperienced director will find the direction of a fraternity 
made much simpler with these constitutions in hand: and the experi- 
enced director will have an official guide to back up what has already 
been fairly common practice in many fraternities. For instance, the 
period of postulancy now becomes mandatory, though it has been prac- 
ticed in many provinces in the U.S. for about ten years. 


Besides, the new Constitutions make clear what before was a guess. 
For instance, it was formerly stated that a “long lapse” of time between 
investment and profession made the novitiate invalid. No one, however, 


knew how long was a “long lapse.” The new Constitutions state specifi- 
cally “two years.” 


The 1800 and more registered delegates to the convention came away 
with an exhilarated air of having accomplished much and of having wit- 
nessed a great convention of the Third Order of St. Francis. We pray 
that the inspiration will last, enlivened by the brooding presence of the 
Hioly Spirit, and that the Third Order Movement will grow in intensity 
so that it will fulfill the longing of the sovereign pontiffs for the past 
100 years: To be the leaven of social reform, building up God’s City 
with the loving will to do God’s will. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


The following Resolutions were enacted: 


I. Resolved, that we, the Tertiaries of the Eighth Quinquennial Congress here 
assembled, pledge our loyalty and obedience to our Supreme Pontiff, Pope 
Pius XII, to our four Ministers General, to the Hierarchy of the North 
American Continent, and to all lawfully and Constituted religious and Civil 
Authorities. 

II. Resolved, that we express our sincere gratitude to our Archbishop Protector, 
Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D. for his kindness, interest, and inspiring 
talks. To him we owe a deep debt of gratitude. 

III. Resolved, that expressions of thanks are in order for, 

1. The Host Provinces—Holy Name and Immaculate Conception of New 
York and their Fathers Provincial and assisting Fathers. 

2. Bishops Eustace Smith, D.D. of Beirut, Lebanon; Ambrose Pinger, D.D. 
formerly of China; and Bernardine Mazzarella, D.D. Bishop of the Re- 
public of Honduras in Central America, for Pontificating and Assisting 
at the main Ceremonies. 

3. To all others including the Fathers at St. Anthony’s Shrine, St. Leonard’s 
Church, and Holy Cross Cathedral. 

IV. Resolved, that Third Order members qualified to teach in his or her locality 
be urged to give at least two years of their lives for teaching in Catholic 
Schools in order to supply for shortage of Religious teachers in his or her 
Diocese. 

VY. Resolved, that we support the Sunday Observance Program of the Federated 
Provinces and 
1. That we will do no unnecessary shopping on Sunday. 

2. That we do no unnecessary manual labor on that day. 

3. That we work for positive sanctification of Sunday and Holy Days, and 
assist at and promote afternoon or evening services if possible. 

VI. Resolved, that the now fifty-year old Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the Home program be encouraged by all Tertiaries. 

VII. Resolved, that the work of the Catholic Information Apostolate, i.e., the 
distribution of special pamphlets for prospective converts, be considered by 
the National Executive Board as a National project. Other Catholic litera- 
ture should be distributed. 

VIII. Resolved, that The Apostolate of the Apostles of the Holy Spirit be helped 
in their convert making work. 

IX. Resolved, that all Tertiaries participate in the Modesty Crusade. 

X. Resolved, that all Provinces be reminded of the great importance of thor- 
ough Postulate and Novice Instruction. 

XI. Resolved, that all Provincial Commissaries be reminded of the importance 
of continual instruction for Franciscan Candidates and Diocesan Seminarians 
as a preparation for future Directors. 

XII. Resolved, that this Congress goes on record as opposed to the Irish Delega- 
tion’s action in the U.N. of voting that Red China should have an oppor- 
tunity of being considered as a member of the U.N. and the Irish Delegation 
in the U.N. be informed of this Resolution. 

XIII. Resolved, that all races are to be considered as children of God and be ree- 
ognized as such. 

XIV. Resolved, that the central thought or theme of this Congress “The Franciscan 
Way of Living” be kept in our thoughts and actions throughout our life in 
order to foster 
1. The idea that we are in a school of “Integral Christian Perfection.” 

2. That we must have “The True Franciscan Spirit.” 

3, That we must act fearlessly and promptly “For Building up the Body of 
Christ.” 
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THIRD ORDER CONGRESS RESOLUTION ON 
THE FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM 


Whereas the Franciscan Herald and Forum, a monthly magazine, has grown up 
with the organized Third Order movement in this country since the first Third 
Order National Congress in 1921; 

Whereas it has been and is now the only tangible organ of expression for the 
North American Tertiary organization between our five-year Congresses; 

Whereas the Forum is in this sense and by formal adoption (December 1939) 
as its subtitle says, The official Organ of the Third Order of St. Francis of North 
America; 

Whereas the official NEWSLETTER of the central tertiary organization is now 
published monthly in the pages of the Forum by joint resolution of the Third 
Order commissaries meeting in Boston in November 1956; 

Whereas, unlike other projects under the joint auspices of the First Order, the 
Forum has rarely asked any financial subsidy or any guaranteed block of sub- 
scriptions of its sponsoring organization; 

Whereas the editorial services and managerial services of this magazine have 
been donated by one First Order Province for the benefit of the Third Order 
organization for the past 35 years; 

Whereas the Forum has been recognized—in foreign circles no less than in 
America—as our leading organ of Franciscan thought and spirituality generally 
and of the Third Order as an organization and a movement particularly; | 

Whereas, finally, many of the aforesaid reasons for enlisting the possessive 
interest of this Congress body in the Forum and what it stands for are probably 
unknown to a large percentage of this body: 

Therefore: 

a.) Be it resolved to bring it officially to the notice of our delegates and the units 
they represent that the Forum, begun as a fruit of the first national convention in 
Chicago, has had from its beginning and during its 35 years of service to the Ter- 
tiary Organization, only two editors, the first being the late Fr. James Meyer 
O.F.M. who served 33 years till his death in 1955, all the while pursuing a coor- 
dinated and continuous policy and uniform indoctrination of Third Order leader- 
ship in this country with the ideals of St. Francis and thorough tertiary training 
both in the letter and the spirit of the rule; 

b.) Be it resolved that this body, realizing that the Third Order Movement can- 
not progress uniformly and coordinatedly without informed tertiary officers 
throughout the whole nation-wide organization, recommend for each fraternity to 
enter a subscription to the Forum for the director and each officer of the fraternity 
council, either individually or in bulk, and that these subscriptions be provided 
for from the fraternity’s common fund. 

c.) Be it resolved likewise, that each year during the month of February, Catholic 
Press Month, that each fraternity make a concerted effort to spread knowledge of 
the Forum and acquire new subscriptions for the Forum from the membership. 


PARISH CO-OP 


Whereas Missionaries, priests, and teachers need the most modern teaching tools 
of Audio Visual equipment to assist them in their apostolic battle for men’s minds 
and souls, and 

Whereas, the federated provinces of the National Third Order of St. Francis 
are sponsoring Parish Activities Services, which includes Ave Audio Visual Edu- 
cation and its Library of over 20 thousand religious and educational film strips 
together with a buying service of educational material for the purpose of bringing 


tnese most modern teaching tools within the financial reach of all religious teach- 
ers, and 


Whereas, this service is also an invaluable aid to spiritual directors and officers 
of Third Order fraternities; 
Be it resolyed—that Fraternities be encouraged to subscribe to Ave Audio 


Visual Education service for their own use and, wherever possible, sponsor a sub- 
scription in the name of a missionary. 
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICE 


Whereas our Holy Father has in His Letter of 1956 to the Four Generals em- 
phasized the aggressively indoctrinating role of the Third Order, calling it “A 
school of integral Christian perfection, and of the true Franciscan spirit, and of 
fearless and prompt action for the building up of the Body of Christ,” 

Whereas the Third Order in the United States and North America is an organi- 
zation claiming membership of one hundred thousand or more, organized in some 
29 federated Provinces, and is of a stature and magnitude to require a fully de- 
veloped national Secretariate, adequately staffed and using the most effective 
techniques of indoctrination, personnel training, and public relations. 

Whereas up to the present, the National Organization of the Third Order has 
no full time Secretary, no staff of field secretaries, no established set-up for train- 
ing personnel, whether Spiritual Directors or Tertiary leaders; no adequate staff 
for national propaganda, publicity, or public relations; and no established na- 
tional headquarters; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED thai the present National Congress petition 
the National Executive Board to name a committee of Priests and Lay Tertiaries 
to study plans for such development and to make a recommendation to the same 


Executive Board within a year for presentation to the National Directive Board 
for activation. 


THE HOUR OF ST. FRANCIS 
RESOLUTIONS 


Whereas, “The Hour of St. Francis” has been officially adopted by the entire 
Franciscan Order in the United States as the most effective and highly successful 
means of bringing the Franciscan message to all mankind, and 

Whereas, “The Hour of St. Francis” has begun its 12 year of carrying the 
apostolate of the Third Order to millions everywhere, and 

Whereas, it is recognized throughout the world as the voice of the Franciscan 
Tertiary, and has been most effective in bringing the Third Order to the attention 
of people everywhere, and 

Whereas, the financial expenditure has returned itself a hundred fold in spiritual 
benefits, and 

Whereas, the Holy Father has called for a crusade to meet the opportunities 
presented by radio and television, and 

Whereas, His Excellency Archbishop Cushing, Episcopal Protector of the Third 
Order, has indicated that “The Hour of St. Francis” is the most excellent medium 
of the Tertiary Apostolate, and 

Whereas, “The Hour of St. Francis,” to be worthy of its experience and oppor- 
tunity, must meet this hour of decision by advancing to the television phase of the 
apostolate, 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 


1. The Third Order of St. Francis reaffirm its pledges to support “The Hour of 
St. Francis” as made at the Milwaukee Congress. 

2. Those Provinces not participating in support of the program be urged to 
fulfill their part of these pledges by sending in the present assessed annual con- 
tribution of 50 cents per member for the annual radio budget. 

3. The Milwaukee Congress Resolution to create a television fund, which reso- 
lution has remained inoperative for lack of defined methods of collecting said 
fund, be put into immediate effect by outlining collection methods for this fund, 
to be devoted to the advance of “The Hour of St. Francis” in television. These 
methods, to wit, shall be: 

a. To allow an appeal to be made by “The Hour of St. Francis” for free-will 
offerings from Provinces, Fraternities, and individual Tertiaries everywhere. ; 

b. To officially designate March as “Hour of St. Francis” Month for the radio 
and television apostolate, to be used for special endeavors toward the above- 
mentioned collection of a television fund. 


ANWAR Y 19°55 8 


by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


Do: THE ATOM BOMB ON HIRO- 
sHima! Detonate the hydrogen bomb! 
Snuff out the sun and all the life de- 
pending on it! You would not do as 
much damage as a single mortal sin. 
It is always more serious to destroy 
supernatural life than it is to destroy 
natural life. 

One mortal sin does just that—it 
destroys supernatural life. 

Let’s look at it this way. Where there 
is life, there is what we call a princi- 
ple of life. When we were baptized, 
we were elevated to a life up on God’s 
level. We were made children of God 
and therefore given a share in God’s 
life. The principle of this life up on 
God’s level is sanctifying grace or love 
of God. (For all practical purposes, 
despite academic quarrels, Sanctifying 
Grace and Love of God are identical. ) 
It is sanctifying grace that enables a 
soul to live on a supernatural level. 

If you take away the principle of 
life, you destroy life. For example, if 
you take away the soul, the principle 
of natural human life, death is the 
inevitable result. By that very same 
token, if you take away the principle 
of the supernatural life, sanctifying 
grace, the soul is no longer able to 
exist in a special way on God’s level. 

Mortal sin is called mortal because 
it does precisely that. It rejects the 
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principle of the supernatural life, an 
thereby brings on supernatural deat 
Without sanctifying grace the soul 1 
not able to share God’s life. As faa 
as that kind of existence is concernec 
the soul is lifeless, dead. 

To spell it out: Sanctifying grace 
equals love of God; mortal sin equal) 
hatred of God. (If you love Me, keep 
My commandments.) We canno 
have love and hatred toward God a 
the same time. The two are mutually 
exclusive just as light and darkness are 
mutually exclusive. If a person love: 
God, he has the principle of the super- 
natural life. If a person hates God i 
he rejects the principle of the super- 
natural life. | 


J 


Nothing can be more disastrous tham 
that. This is the real death and not 
the death of the body. “Fear not them 
that kill the body and are not able to 
kill the soul; but rather fear him that 
can destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” 

We ought to give this serious 
thought. It is true, we cannot feel, 
weigh, see or smell this effect, but it is 
real nonetheless. ‘The more we con- 
vince ourselves of the real loss sus- 
tained by one mortal sin, the more 
anxious we will be to avoid it at all 
cost. 
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: Ricuarp J. Cusarme D.D.. 


Archbishop of Boston 


The “Prauciscan 
Message 
To She World 


ranciscan Third Order Congress 


Ds THE VERY DAY THAT the news 
roke concerning the Soviet earth sat- 
llite, a scene worth remembering was 
nacted in Vatican City. His Holiness, 
ope Pius XII, addressing the Second 
Vorld Congress of the Lay Apostolate 
1 Rome, called for renewed combat 
eainst atheistic communism. 

This is not the time or place to 
nalyze the Papal program, which will 
»eak for itself from the official text. 
t was inspiring nonetheless, to read 
ich calm and courageous words at 
ae very hour when panic had struck 
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many of those who had _ hitherto 
scoffed at the mention of ‘communist 
danger.” Oddly enough, this hysteria 
in newspapers and on airwaves was ac- 
companied in many instances by a 
hopeless acceptance of defeat for the 
the free world, which the Pope’s words 
also challenged. In our own humble 
way we offer a Franciscan message of 
hope and peace, in the face of Com- 
munistic threats. 

The hard core of Communism is 
materialism. The heart of the Fran- 
ciscan message is the reality, the pri- 
macy and the beauty of the spiritual. 
There in two sentences you have the 
secret of Communist brutality and the 
secret of Christian patience. Of one, 
the master is Marx; of the other, the 
patron is St. Francis. 


THE Mutti-Facetep ENEMY 


The enemy which confronts us on 
every side today is materialism. True, 
there are varying degrees of intensity 
in his attack, but everywhere the basic 
characteristic is Godlessness. 

Materialism reveals itself in its most 
violent, ruthless forms in those coun- 
tries which are dominated by Com- 
munism. Communism is so blatantly 
materialistic that many good people, 
appalled by its extremes, instinctively 
oppose it, but they do so without se- 
riously disagreeing with it. Their 
opposition is to its slavery and liquida- 
tions not to its materialism and pagan- 
ism. 

Accordingly, their opposition is real- 
ly on shaky foundations and might 
easily turn to support if Communism 
ever became more attractive. Such 
people find Communism unpleasant, 
but not false. They dislike it because 
it resorts to brutality, not because it is 
based on evil ideas. They denounce 
it, not because it is contrary to the 
nature of things but because it is cruel. 

They thus lay themselves open to 
the suspicion that they would accept 


it if it were kind. That is precisely 
what many people are prepared to do; 
they are content to rest their objection 
to Communism on the mere fact that 
it is unkind. They do not see how 
appalling is its complete materialism 
because they themselves are material- 
ists; they are kind materialists, gentle 
materialists, refined materialists—but 
they are materialists all the same. 

If they were not, they would them- 
selves perceive that the cruelty of 
Communism springs from its denial of 
human dignity, while this in turn 
springs from the denial of God. With 
a very little reflection, they would un- 
derstand that Communism’s denial of 
God is the consequence of its material- 
ism—and that they are themselves in- 
fected with the virus which eventually 
brutalizes all materialistic systems, 
even as it has done to Communism. 

We cannot conquer the materialism 
of Communism with any systern of 
thought which is equally materialistic, 
but merely more kind. The material- 
ists will never even understand, let 
alone remove, the evil of organized 
atheism. 


Mitreu oF Mopern MATERIALISM 


Fortunately, we cannot say that 
Communism has gained the day in 
our country, but we assuredly cannot 
be optimistic about materialism. The 
fact is that wherever God is discarded 
and the spiritual purpose of life is 
obscured, men speedily conceive their 
destinies in strictly earthly terms and 
therefore within a strictly materialist 
pattern. Their standard of values be- 
comes one of achievement measurable 
in material terms rather than one of 
spiritual growth expressed in moral 
terms. This is materialism pure and 
simple. It differs from Communism 
in degree, not in kind. 

Such materialism goes by different 
names. Sometimes the names, like the 
people who wear them, are kindly ; 
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such names are Humanitarianism an 
Philanthropy. Sometimes the name i 
political and the people to whom 1) 
applies are engaged in political action; 
such a name is Socialism. Sometime 
the name is an evasive term whi 
seeks to avoid the stigmas attached t 
more exact names; so we have tal 
about “Welfare State” to avoid talk 
ing about Socialism. 

But underneath all these names lie 
a basic materialism which is of thei 
essence. All these systems, when they 
use Christian vocabulary, identify th 
Christian way of life with materia 
benefits, not with spiritual growth| 
They find the end and purpose of mar 
in social accomplishments here below 
not in eternal salvation hereafter’ 
They have kindly, generous, even self 
sacrificing exponents in the case 0 
many of them. But the welfare they 
promote, like the vision which inspire: 
them, is strictly material; it is earth- 
bound and therefore Godless. 

Some of them, indeed many, ar 
passionately opposed to despotism 
Their opposition, however, is pathetic 
—since the philosophies they preac 
have in them the fatal seeds of Totali 
tarianism. All materialism is fatally 
Totalitarian. Whatever excludes God 
and the spiritual, limits values no 
merely to the things of this world but 
also to the powers of this world. 


MATERIALISM CEDES TO CAESAR 


The supreme power of this world is 
always Caesar, and when he _ has 
neither rival, nor challenge, nor con- 
trol, nor superior, he is a tyrant in the 
strict sense of the word. Sometimes he: 
is a pleasant tyrant; sometimes he is ai 
paternal tyrant; sometimes he is evens 
a gentle tyrant. But these are ques- 
tions of personality, not of principle; 
in principle, powers which do not in- 
clude homage to God and deference: 
to the spiritual are despotic. 

To what extent God is left out of 
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r contemporary life, it is difficult to 
This much is certain: Not all 
se who talk of God believe in Him, 
d many use the word “spiritual” 
o have no part of the reality. 
ganism is much more entrenched 
n we would care to admit. Chris- 
ns stand in danger of failing to 
preciate how dangerous is the con- 
uent situation. Sometimes you hear 
vout people say: “Most of the pa- 
ns I know keep their ideas to them- 
Ives. Their paganism is a purely 
ivate thing. They are not mission- 
ies of materialism. They don’t try 
convert people to it. They leave the 
st of us free to be as _ spiritual- 
inded as we choose.” 
All this may be true; but the danger 
that the pagans in our society by the 
ery dead weight of their numbers 
tay completely crush the influence of 
ll others, so that all may succumb to 
1e dead pressure of materialism. 


‘HE YEAST IN Mass MATERIALISM 


However, this is not a true picture 
f the pagan attitude. That attitude is 
sally aggressive and so, the Christian 

not free to remain impassive, inac- 
ve, inoperative in society. Christ de- 
ribed the Christian’s function within 
1e world in terms of yeast; the pagan 
lajority may be inert and materialist, 
ut the believing element of society, 
hether lesser or greater in number, is 
alled upon actively to change the tone 
f the world: to be apostles, evange- 
sts, teachers by word and example, 
eralds of the Great King. 

This is the Franciscan message to 
ur generation : That we may not keep 
1e Kingdom of God to ourselves, but 
just spread it or it will die within us. 

Clearly the impact of any one of us 
1 the materialist mass around him 
ill vary according to his own convic- 
on, courage and holy zeal as well as 
‘cording to the receptivity of the pa- 
un world nearest to him. The varia- 
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. tions in effectiveness are questions of 


degree; the essential thing is that each 
Christian be an apostle, or in the 
phrase of St. Francis, a herald of 
Christ’s Gospel. Praeco sum magni 
regis. So cried Francis: I am the 
herald of the Great King. So must 
cry each of us. 

The receptivity of our pagan neigh- 
bors in this materialist generation also 
differs from group to group. It is a 
moot question whether it is more diffi- 
cult to preach the Gospel to races who 
have never heard of it or to peoples 
who have lost it. For my own part, I 
believe the latter task is the more diffi- 
cult. People who have fallen away 
from Christianity, who are the chil- 
dren of’ those who once lived by it, 
seem to have doubly-dead reaction. 


You can make almost anything out 
of “live” rubber, even though it hasn’t 
been moulded yet into a tire, a shoe or 
whatever form you wish to give it. 
But once rubber has lost its form and 
its elasticity, it is almost impossible to 
do much with it. When the grace of 
God goes out of a people they are like 
rubber which has lost its life; they are 
just about ready for history’s rubbish 
heap. In vain will you expect much 
from them. 

Whole areas of our generation are 
in that tragic, doubly-dead situation. 
The most difficult group in the world 
to convert to spirituality are not the 
heathens or the pre-Christian pagans. 
They are the post-Christian material- 
ists, those who used to believe in God, 
but now believe in creature comforts 
and in creature comforts only. 


We have said that each Christian 
must do his part as a herald of the 
Great King, that all are called to help 
change the tone of society from one of 
materialism to one of spirituality. But 
over and above this constant work of 
the believing multitude there is re- 
quired the activity of leaders. The 
conflict is between the masses of pagan 


materialism and the multitudes of 
Christian believers. But there is also a 
conflict between the leaders of these 
two camps. That is why we must 
watch at all times for opportunities to 
replace materialistic leadership with 
spiritual leadership at every post 
where rival leaders are contending to 
grasp authority. 


LEADERSHIP OF CHRISTIANS 


I say this is no partisan sense what- 
ever and my intent is quite the reverse 
of political. But each should weigh 
the principle in his own political deci- 
sions; we should be constantly on the 
lookout, locally, nationally and inter- 
nationally, for men and women who 
crown their political or professional 
abilities with spiritual vision and devo- 
tion to spiritual values. It is not play- 
ing politics to say that one of the tests 
of political leadership should be the 
spiritual insight of the would-be states- 
man; we badly need political leaders 
with spiritual vision. We always need 
them. 

Similarly, we need spiritual vision 
in our teachers, doctors, writers, law- 
yers, trade unionists, workers and man- 
agers. Every level of society is riddled 
with materialism; every level must be 
transformed by spirituality. That is 
the Franciscan message to our gener- 
ation. 

Sometimes people ask questions like : 
“What field would St. Francis choose 
as the principal channel of his aposto- 
late in our day?” I think I know the 
answer to that question; it is suggested 
by the example he gave in his own 
day. St. Francis used all the channels 
of communication which were open to 
his generation; he preached to the 
people, he composed the verses of his 
poetry, he sang the songs of the trou- 
badours. This means to me that if he 
were alive today he would use the 
press, radio, television, movies, and all 
channels which provoke, promote or 
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perfect the thought of the people, 1 
exercise of their minds. 

The appeal of St. Francis might bi 
superficially to the senses and the ema 
tions, but it would be ultimately ti 
the thinking and to the intellect ¢ 
our generation. 

It is precisely on this level, the lev 
of thought and intellect, that the chi 
battle between materialism and Chri 
tianity is being waged in our day. 

Our age is riddled with materialisn 
that expresses itself in the habits of ¢ 
generation increasingly inclined  t¢ 
substitute the stimulation of the sense 
for the ordinary processes of the mind| 
In such circumstances instinct an¢ 
emotion rule the day, and what should 
be a civilized community takes on ins 
creasingly the status of a herd gov. 
erned by headlines, news flashes ana 
comic strips; extending its patronag 
only to those so-called writers whe 
have learned the subtle art of produc- 
ing a “literature” that attracts pre- 
cisely because it makes no real effor 
to engage serious attention. 

Accompanying this decline in men- 
tal activity is an increased unwilling 
ness to accept responsibility, to prac- 
tice self-denial and to encounter those 
risks which are the concomitant of 
freedom. More and more these day 
people are motivated primarily by a 
degrading mixture of sensuality, sen-\ 
sationalism, political prejudice an 
selfish opportunism. So the way. isi 
paved, gradually but inevitably, for 
the managers who will hold the ring: 
and provide the bread and circuses’ 
and security, which are all the modern: 
“masses” appear to require. This is 
and must be the trend in a country: 
as deeply materialist as ours. 


ENLIGHTEN MASSIVE DARKNESS | 


Against this inhuman current the 
best defense is provided by the active 
exercise of the mind about objective 
truth. The present trend towards de- 
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onalization can only be met by its 
site, the personal, human activity 
uman beings. That consists in the 
cise of specifically human powers 
e mind tight-stretched in the pur- 
of truth; the will embracing it and 
ing it to itself. 
ne is not asking that we become 
llectuals, for most of us are incapa- 
fof that; but that, according to the 
jasure of our capacity, we be intel- 
ual, use our intellect and will in 
daily lives; behave, that is, like 
an beings. How else can the 
sent trend towards inhumanity be 
ntered except by people behaving 
human beings? To the extent 
t such an effort is made by anyone 
oint of resistance is set up to the 
terialism which is corroding our 
ntry and stripping it of its soul. 
t is this kind of intelligent, per- 
al work, in additioin to the creation 
body of opinion, that we must try 
encourage amongst ourselves: 
wledge must be seen, not only as 
indispensable weapon in itself, but 
‘the essential condition of informed, 
rsonal action. At present the num- 
rs operating along such lines are 
iall; their work is obscure; they 
*m lacking in “liveliness” to those 
10 reduce action to organized doing 
thin our own midst. We must not 
9m such activity for it has its place, 
t it is not the sole criterion of live- 
ess. Further, of itself it is incapable 
checking the present onrush of 
aterialism, to do which something 
yre is needed. And that will be 
ind in the active, individual thrust 
those who have the courage to 
uip themselves with disciplined 
nds and to use them to good pur- 
se. Those who want confirmation 
this should study Communist activ- 
-and contrast it with our own. 
Communist activity fails by the cri- 
ion, which associates liveliness with 
tward bustle and yet it is lively 
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enough. There are far less Gommu- 


nist public meetings in America than 


Christian ones like this, far fewer 
bazaars and dances. Yet the impact 
of the individual, zealous, well- 
equipped Communist on his surround- 
ings is, in many cases, enormous. He 
does not confine his activity to the 
accumulation of knowledge (though 
it would be good if far more of us did 
just that). The Communist is taught 
from the first to use his knowledge as 
a weapon. It is assumed that, just 
because he is a Communist, he will 
have the zeal to acquire a working 
knowledge of his creed, to learn the 
technique necessary to impart it and 
to lose no opportunity of using both 
to further the evil cause for which his 
Party stands. From his first moment 
of entry into its ranks he is trained to 
be an apostle and he is successful in 
his apostolate, not merely because of 
his own zeal, but because he is hardly 
anywhere sufficiently opposed by 
competent effort on our part that is 
equally well-trained, courageous and 
personal. Thus, in the middle and 
lower classes of American life, he and 
the materialists, who consciously or 
subconsciously support his ideals, hold 
the intellectual initiative. They will 
continue to do so until we train our- 
selves to go over to the attack. 


Marcu THE ENEMIES’ ZEAL 


It would be too much to expect of 
everyone a one hundred percent per- 
sonal effort. All must give example; 
many should make an attempt to use 
their minds far more than they do. 
Not all are able, however, to join in 
the intellectual attack in the personal 
way suggested here, however willing 
and anxious they may be. Neverthe- 
less there are others who could do so 
and who do not; who refuse to train 
themselves with a view to helping cap- 
ture the initiative; who see it being 
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Leisure 
By Richer-M. Beaubien O.F.M. 


translated from the French by Ella-Marie Cooper 
INTRODUCTION 


Written especially for the use of youth study groups, these suggestions on 
a "sane use of leisure time,’ appear in the form of questions and answers. 
These articles are likewise addressed to parents. For is not the home the 
natural place for the family to play together? The problem of utilizing leisure 
should interest young people—it should likewise interest their parents. For the 
"well brought up parent" should find his or her best relaxation in entering into 
the recreation activities of the children and in profiting by them in the formation 
of character. 


| 


* * * 


The outline that we have followed is simple. After stating the principles, we: 

have entered into their practical application by treating: | 
|. Dangerous recreation 
2. Useful and agreeable recreation 
3. Sports 

The answers to questions, together with a method for organizing leisure, are 
followed by a supplement designed to aid chaplains or directors of study 
groups to comment on the preceding pages. 

All that follows is intended as suggestions. Not all of it will appeal equally 
to everyone. Each, then, is free to take whatever pleases him; and is also free 
to come back later—after the first rapid reading—and linger where he finds 
the lingering worthwhile. 

May St. Francis of Assisi, Patron of Catholic Action, make this new effort 
of the Third Order fruitful in the building of character and in the Christian 
regeneration of society! 


General Notions on Leisure 9. Leisure activities are to be on 
A. DefinitionloPiesure ganized with a view to the commor 
good. 


B. Nine principles ; | 
G Leis race x 

4, Leisure is for everybody. : 
] 

| 

| 

| 

| 


1. Leisure presupposes labor. 

2. Leisure is not idleness. 

3. True recreation does not com- 
promise virtue. 


D. Leisure time is a valuable tim 
for educators. 


4. True recreation costs little. A Questionnaire on the Sane Use 


5, True recreation is not ener- of Leisure Time 
vating. “Therefore, whether you eat o' 
6. True recreation is an activity. drink, or do anything else, do all fo: 
7. True recreation is to be en- the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
joyed at home. “A sad saint is a sorry saint.” 
8. Leisure activities are not some- St. Francis de Sales. | 
thing imposed from without, but |. Some Principles | 
are to be voluntarily chosen. I. What do you mean by “leisure? 
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Leisure is that valuable time that 
dents, workers, or busy people gen- 
lly, have at their disposal for rest- 
from their labors; but more es- 
ially as a stepping stone to better 
ngs through acquiring a knowledge 
skill of their choice. 
It is assuredly a safety valve which 
eps the “boiler” from bursting! 

ore especially is it the rebuilding 
d perfecting of body and mind in 
atmosphere of joy, either at home 
within the Fraternity. 


}Taking this definition of leisure, 
vat principles may be deduced? 


i(1.) Leisure presupposes labor, and 
as it were, its reward. Leisure must 
it be all of life. It is a relaxation, 
re-creation, a means, and not an 
d. 

‘Making amusement seeking into a 
manent occupation, is as absurd as 
rving salt as a food instead of as a 
asoning. In all things we must keep 
the golden mean and avoid going 
extremes. Let us never take the 
‘mmings for the thing itself. 

Let us stop saying, “Youth must be 
rved,” and say instead, “Youth must 
- formed” by the training-school or 
ay, ‘as well as by that of work. 
Iverwork” comes in for much blame, 
it only rarely “over play” at the 
eatre, movies, dances, sports events, 
te parties, long auto trips, etc. Yet 
© much play wearies instead of 
poses, and is more harmful physi- 
lly and morally than is overwork. 
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(A hint to parents who permit, or 


* even encourage, the former, for the 


sake of peace or greater freedom!) 


(2.) Leisure should not mean idle- 
ness, boredom, loss of time, engen- 
dering the habit of laziness or a dis- 
taste for work. It is no recreation to 
spend whole mornings in bed, or long 
hours stretched out on the beach day- 
dreaming, and blackening one’s soul 
sometimes along with one’s skin! We 
must beware of sloth, of that idleness 
which is the enemy of the soul, as St. 
Francis said. In his first Rule (chap- 
ter 7), he adds: “Be always engaged 
in doing some good work, so that the 
Devil will find you busy.” St. Francis 
de Sales takes up the same thought: 
“If the Devil finds you busy, he has 
nothing to do; if he finds you idle, 
then he gets busy!” So those people 
who think that leisure time and vaca- 
tions consist in having nothing to do, 
are greatly mistaken. To these, let us 
stir up their initiative and aspirations, 
give life a goal, and awaken a taste 
for a task to be accomplished, for an 
ideal to be achieved. 


(3). Leisure should not 
virtue. 


imperil 


Relaxation, freedom from tension, 
does not mean laxity. If my fun calls 
for concealment, then the game be- 
comes perilous. We must never do 
anything that we would not do in our 
mother’s presence. Wherever we are, 
God’s eye-is upon us . . . As Péguy 
put it, “A Christian is a man, plus the 
Holy Spirit.” Even in our leisure hours, 
we have no right to sadden, or even 
dismiss, this divine Guest of our soul. 
“No one is so happy as a real Chris- 
tian,” said Pascal. Yes, let us want to 
have lots of fun, but fun that does not 
bring a blush and that leaves no re- 
TOL ar aa 


Often young people do not know 
how to amuse themselves. ‘They con- 
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fuse fun and amusement with plea- 
sure: sometimes with perilous or even 
culpable pleasure. One sometimes sees 
young people throw prudence to the 
four winds, without ever receiving 
either guidance or reproof. The par- 
ents shrug their shoulders, and feel 
themselves exculpated by remarking, 
“What can you expect? This is vaca- 
tion! They must have some fun!” 
A few years later, these same easy-go- 
ing parents weep and lament because 
their son (or their daughter) has 
“changed”; because he (or she) has 
become independent and _ secretive, 
seeking to satisfy outside the home, 
that thirst for pleasures that fatigue, 
deplete, and finally kill; whereas true 
fun—to be found in wholesome rec- 
reation—egladdens, reposes, and re- 
invigorates body and soul... . . 


The Rule of the Third Order fore- 
sees this danger of idle hours, when 
it prescribes the avoidance of im- 
modest dancing, of dangerous spec- 
tacles, of forbidden books, of alcoholic 
beverages, etc. 


(4.) Recreation should not be 
costly. 


How many a young man eats up a 
week’s pay entertaining his girl friend, 
and the friends of his girl friend, either 
by frequenting restaurants and _the- 
atres, or by going too far in search 
of entertainment not worth the bother! 
Why pay so much to be so thoroughly 
bored? And then, how can we enjoy 
amusements that take so much money 
and are over so soon? Let us be con- 
vinced that it is easy—unless we simply 
must follow a fad—to have a good 
time without spending much money. 
The best entertainment is 
reach. 


within 


Small children often have more fun 
with a wad of paper tied to the end 
of a string, than with costly and com- 
plicated toys. That is because hap- 
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piness and enthusiasm come fron 
within—from mind and heart—ane 
not from something outside of us. Fo 
we like and enjoy a thing in direc 
proportion to its interest for us, ane 
not just because it exists. 

It cannot be otherwise with worldll 
amusements. These dazzle more tha: 
they entertain, disturb more than the: 
delight, and exhaust more than the 
repose. Is not the chief aim of thes: 
social gatherings to “show off” & 
someone else’s home, to sport one* 
latest togs, and to vie in fashion with 
one’s nearest rival? Small wonder 
then, that we are “bored stiff”! 

How greatly to be preferred an: 
how much more interesting than lon: 
and whirlwind spins in automobiles 
is hiking! “St. Francis train,” as some 
one has picturesquely dubbed _ hikin: 
(the only railroad that has never raisee 
its rates), affords wonderful and in 
exhaustible good times when you know 
how to dig them out! A Francisca: 
should be able to thrill at the accumu 
lated riches of nature! It should bl 
easy for a son of St. Francis to expan 
his soul and sing his “canticle of cre 
ation” before the colorful spectacle c 
the setting of Brother Sun, while listen 
ing to the prattle of Sister Water trick 
ling down the steep slopes of a clifl 
or to the vocalizings of ‘“Brothe 
Nightingale”! | 

How easy it is to turn our thought 
toward God, when we have had Chris 

(See page 21) 
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an is made for happiness and peace. 
other desires converge on these two 
sic yearnings of the human soul. Each 
sees poets express this desire, illusion- 
mt and final peace in various ways. 
ncis Thompson expressed it brilliantly 
his “The Hound of Heaven’. Years ago 
oem appeared—I know not which mag- 
ne, by an obscure author—I remember 
it the name, which expressed very beau- 
ully the age-old awakening expressed by 
iss Liss below: 

I am not broken-hearted anymore, 

When friends I love too well or trust too 
/ much, 

Turn Tete my gate and vanish in the 
| mist 


fan is made 
y eternal happiness. 
nd because this is so 
> searches all his life 
> fi find that which is. 
| his search 
2 runs 
own path after path 
‘tumbling 
roping 
alling 
sing 
ut never stopping. 
esires push him 
award all he sees and 
e wants each 
turn for his own. 
le yearns to possess 
ecause he thinks one thing 
ill slack that desire for which 
2 has so long sought. 
foney 
1owledge 
ower 
ve 
ach tried in turn 
y the man made 


nd discarded 
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To Put My Soul at Rest 


By Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 


Beyond my yearning and beyond iny 
touch. 


I am not broken-hearted anymore, 

When souls I thought were fashioned 
just for me, 

Have lingered, supped and sated, gone 
to find 


Enchantment in some new propinquity. 


But this has been a lesson etched in pain, 
That human love is tenuous at best ; 
At last I turned to Him who stood wait- 
ing near 
All this long while—to put my heart at 
rest. 
THE EpITtor 


for eternal happiness. 
Each discarded 
because it left 

the yearning 

not satisfied 

but augmented and 
the running one 

only runs faster, 

faster down this way 
up that grabbing 
each thing, each human 
as it appears before 
the starved one 

the empty one 

the barren one 

who has discovered 
that without happiness 
all life is a void. 

And he finds 

that the peace is from 
Peace 

and that the Peace is 
not of this world 

nor is it of this body 
but it is of the mind 
and the soul 

and it stems 

from contact with One 


who is not visible 

but is truly there 

is truly present. 

Now the desire 

is not to run but to stay 

to know this 

from which rest has come. 
And the coming to know is 
not a quick process 

but is as slow 

as the running was fast. 

And the knowledge is never 
never complete; 

there is always more 

so much more 

and the desire to know 
cannot be quenched 

as is thirst by a cup of water. 
Rather, 

this knowledge leads 

to love and this love 

is not like the others. 

This is a love 

which leads to 

a union of the Lover and the 
beloved 

and the yearning now 

is only that the union will be 
closer 

closer 

never-ending, eternal. 

The bond 

between the sought for and the 
seeker 

is great 

and it leads the seeker 

to want only to please 

the one sought after 

and the one who ran is at rest 
not desiring only 

to be a slave to his Love 
since this is what man 

was made for. 

And this is difficult to become 
because the discarded loves 
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reappear and 

there is a desire 

to possess them again 
remembering only the time 
when he possessed | 
and not the time 

when he was possessed. 

But the peace of Peace 

is sweet 

and the stillness one 

cannot let go 

so he hangs on to become 
servant and then slave 

for this is the One which 
cannot be 

will never be discarded. 
Ruthlessly he reaches 

over every obstacle 

because the desire 

to possess this love entirely 
is SO great. 

He becomes a slave 

to the Beloved 

Whom he has found 

is Lover and Love 

and in becoming so 

finds that he now 
completely possesses himself. 
And now, 

he sees that there will be 

no more twisting paths to run 
hor more signposts to point 
no more billboards to scream 
no more baubles to shout 

no more stumbling 

groping, falling 

rising. 

Instead now, 

there is peace 

and love 

and self-possession 

and now at last 

there is that which 

is not yet but will be— 
eternal happiness. 
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jwonference on Tertiary Virtues 


T HE WORLD EXISTS ON duplicity 
ind on insincerity. The supernatur- 
jlly motivated person with his sin- 
ferity and simplicity is considered fool- 
fsh in the eyes of the world. The 


Yet Christ has stated very definite- 
ly: “Be guileless as doves” (Matt. 10, 
16). St. Francis caught this directive 
f Christ and lived it very markedly. 
He wants you to do the same. It is 
your duty as a tertiary. The world 
needs your example. 


1. Curist AnD FRANCIS’ EXAMPLE 
- To be guileless or simple in the 
meaning of Christ does not mean be- 
ing over credulous, or ignorant, or il- 
literate. It does mean, however, that 
you abhor all cunning, double talk, 
saying one thing and having some- 
thing very different in your heart or 
mind. You are to be very straight- 
forward. A person certainly can be 
very learned and yet truly simple. 
You are not to appear before others 
better than you are. 

Christ had no use for duplicity. He 
spoke the truth at all times. He af- 
firmed before Pilate that he had come 
to give testimony of the truth. The 
Gospel is indestructible proof of this. 
St. John the Baptist said of Christ: 
“He acknowledged and did not deny” 
myn. 1, 20). 

Besides giving this courageous ex- 
ample Christ also recommended sim- 
plicity and sincerity. Here we can cite 
just some of his forth-right statements 
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The Spirit Needed 
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in this regard, as: “Be guileless as 
doves == Vite 10916 )em  Letyeyour 
speech bes Yes. Yes-7.No. Now and 
whatever is beyond these comes from 
the evil one” (Mt. 5, 37). Christ also 
gives us children as models to imitate: 
“Amen I say to you, unless you turn 
and become like little children, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Mts 18.73.): 

Christ likewise condemned the du- 
plicity of the Jews. “Take heed not to 
practice your good before men, in or- 
der to be seen by) them: (Mt).6,.1): 
“And when you fast, do not look 
gloomy like the hypocrites, who dis- 
figure their faces in order to appear 
to men as fasting” (Mt. 1, 16). Christ 
finally hurls the invective of hypocrisy 
at the pharisees, who wished to appear 
more before men than they actually 
were. 

St. Francis studied the example and 
the admonitions of Christ and formed 
his character accordingly. Celano, the 
early biographer of St. Francis wrote: 
“Francis truly had a sincere and open 
heart.” Yes, St. Francis showed this 
simplicity and frankness with every- 
one. 

With him it started with true sim- 
plicity and frankness in his dealings 
with God. For this reason he detested 
distractions in his prayers. You need 
only think of the beautiful vase he 
destroyed, because he thought about it 
during his prayers. He wanted noth- 
ing between himself and God. He 
said that the Spirit of God searches 
for humility and pure simplicity, and 
that God called him to live a life of 


simplicity. Elsewhere he stated that 
simplicity does not concern itself with 
external things (the shell), but that it 
rests in the interior spirit (the kernel) . 
He recalled the words of Christ that 
if your eye is simple that everything 
you do will be in the light. 

This same simple spirit he practiced 
with himself. One day a man said to 
him: “Take heed that you are as good 
as you are said to be and praised to 
be, for many have faith in you.” St. 
Francis got down on his knees and 
kissed the man’s feet and thanked him. 
This was always his aim, to be truly 
what people thought him to be. 

He appreciated things for their real 
value and not for their appearances. 
He recognized the gifts God had given 
him, and firmly felt that if others had 
the gifts he had, they would be better 
than he was. Whether he was indoors 
or outdoors as he was always the same 
in word and act, as a superior or as a 
subject. He would have considered 
himself a hypocrite if he acted other- 
wise. 

With his confrers he always  rec- 
ommended that they avoid discus- 
sions of any harmful nature. He 
taught them that simplicity was the 
daughter of grace, the sister of wis- 
dom, and the mother of justice. To 
lack frankness was to St. Francis to 
be a model of satan and a child of 
pride. We know how much he en- 
joyed Brother Juniper because of his 
openness and candor. He had often 
said that he wished he had a forest 
of Junipers, and instructed his con- 
frers to go through the world with 
complete simplicity. 

When St. Francis dealt with the 
Holy Father, the Cardinals, and the 
Bishops he presented his projects and 
views with complete candor. They 
were the representatives of God to him 
and he. accepted their judgment and 
their direction just as if God himself 
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were speaking to him. Their word was | 
sufficient to him, and he asked for no 
special assurance of trust. Take for 
instance, when he asked for the Por. 
tiuncula Indulgence. At that audience 
with the Pope, he did not demand a 
document as proof. The Pope in fact 
said of him: “Simple man, what proof 
does he carry away with him.” Then 
he added: ‘Heaven has care of him.” 

The common people found the same 
simplicity and sincerity running. 
through the character of St. Francis. 
He spoke to them very openly and 
without hesitation and on one occa- 
sion said: “You come to me as to a 
saint. Yet note well, that during the 
time of Lent I ate food prepared with 
lard.” On another occasion he had a 
rope tied around his neck and in- 
structed one of his friars to lead him 
by the rope through the streets as he 
cried out: “See here a glutton, who 
has eaten chicken.” He insisted on 
doing this even though his doctor had 
prescribed it, because he did not wish 
people to think him capable of more 
than he was actually doing. Later his 
superior commanded him to sew fur 
of a fox on the inside of his habit as 
protection for his feeble body against 
the cold, but St. Francis had no rest 
until some fur was also outside his 
habit so all could see how he was 
protected. 


2. Your PRACTICE OF SIMPLICITY 


Without a definite effort towards 
the acquirement of this virtue of sim- 
plicity you can hardly be called an 
ardent follower of Christ and St. 
Francis. Due reflection on the life of 
Christ and St. Francis should convince 
you of this. 

You manifest this virtue not by 
merely being a tertiary in name, but 
by fulfilling your tertiary obligations. 
You cannot feign to be a tertiary. You 
must be one in word and deed. To 
accomplish this you must know your 


HERALD AND FORUM 


demands of you. 

The practical application for you 
ws from the moderation the rule re- 
uires of you, as chapter two, article 
ne, states: “In all things let the 
embers . . . observe the golden mean 
ited to each one’s station in life.” 
Hence to live beyond your means 
r put on airs is certainly to fail in 
e practice of simplicity. It is always 
safer practice to deny yourself some 
fhings within your means, just to in- 
re curbing any inordinate desire you 
ay have to appear socially better than 
ou are. The example of former Gov- 
rnor Al Smith of New York is much 
o the point. In his position as gover- 
or he met many university men, and 
s they would introduce themselves at 
arious functions they would add: “I 
m a Yale man, or a Harvard man.” 
o this Al Smith would cheerfully and 
; ieam-an Fer, 


Market man. He had no prestige of a 
university behind him, and he would 
sincerely admit it. There was no pre- 
tense or feigning. 

You also have many opportunities 
to practice frankness and simplicity 
when you make an error, or forget 
something, or break something. So 
called white lies do not spring from 
the lips of a person who possesses the 
spirit of simplicity. To constantly seek 
excuses for your faults instead of hum- 
bly admitting them and forgetting 
them is not in accordance with the 
spirit of Christ and St. Francis. True, 
it is not easy to be free of blame in 
such actions. It is so relatively simple 
rather to very naturally cover up your 
mistakes. At least this is the first in- 
stinctive reaction one experiences. Yet 
you must remember that in doing so, 
you are much like the ostrich, just 
sticking your head in the ground, 
while your whole body is still glaringly 
exposed. It takes prayer and practice 
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hird Order Rule and live up to what 


to succeed in being frank in these 
cases. Hence you should not quickly 
be discouraged with your poor per- 
formance. Patience with yourself will 
gradually bring victories. 

Then too there is the problem of 
human respect. Many a_ beginning 
withers before it. You need an extra 
charge of the virtue of fortitude to 
face human respect and be sincere and 
simple in your actions. When you arm 
yourself with the good intention of 
doing all for God, and renew this in- 
tention frequently, you will find your- 
self in a better position to whip the 
human respect that raises its head 
against you. 

From the above you can see there is 
more to the virtue of simplicity than 
you may have dreamed of. But if you 
keep the example of Christ and St. 
Francis in your mind, you will be in- 
spired to keep doggedly in pursuit 
of it. t 


Leisure 


(Continued from page 16) 


tian parents who have accustomed us 
to seeing the inexhaustible beauty 
spread out so lavishly over all cre- 
ation! When one thinks that no two 
blades of grass are alike! 

(5.) The most restful recreation is 
not necessarily the noisiest. 

From giddy dances, O Lord, deliver 
us. 

From enervating jazz and enraged 
“rock and roll,” O Lord, deliver us. 

From shrill and nasal songs, O Lord, 
deliver us. 

From pounded pianos, O Lord, de- 
liver us. 

From ribald laughter and from 
risqué stories, O Lord, deliver us. 

From radios turned on full volume, 
O Lord, deliver us. 

You can add to this “litany”! 
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St. Bernardin’s Holy Name Crusade in the 14th century 
was like that of St. Francis in the 13th century: he 

was a Herald of the King! And he wanted the King’s 
rights recognized by every head and loved by every heart. 


Triumph of the Holy Name 


I. WAS AN UNUSUAL SPECTACLE! 
A brown robed friar walking through 
the streets of Rome, bearing in his 
hands a spear raised to the heavens, 
at the top of which dangled a hand- 
painted banner bearing the letters 
“T.H.S.” Behind the friar came throngs 
of people, rich and poor alike, singing 
hymns in honor of the Most Holy 
Name of jesus. As they marched 
through the streets of Rome on their 
way to the Vatican, more and more 
people joined their ranks, and trades- 
men and housewives of Rome cast 
aside their chores to witness this amaz- 
ing demonstration. It was a far cry 
from the threats, which only yesterday, 
had been echoed and re-echoed in the 
Roman streets at the sound of the 
name Bernardin. “Let him come, let 
him come, and be burned—this her- 
etic,’ was their cry. Who was this 
Bernardin? What occasioned this dis- 
grace in which he now found himself? 
His life gives us the answer! 

Bernardin was born at Massa, a 
suburb of Siena on September 8, 1380. 
By the time he was six years of age he 
had lost both his parents. A maternal 
aunt took him into her home, and it 
was under her strict tutelage that he 
received a solid foundation in Chris- 
tian doctrine. From her, no doubt, he 
also acquired a fervent love for Our 
Lady which was to characterize his life 
and teaching in future years. 
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The Jubilee Year of 1400 found 
numerous pilgrims journeying to) 
Rome. At the height of the traveling 
a disastrous plague broke out at Siena 
and many pilgrims had to be hospital- 
ized there. Bernardin worked tirelessly 
nursing the sick until he himself fell 
victim to the plague. During this time, 
when he lingered between death and 
life, he discovered his vocation. 

On September 8, 1402 Bernardin 
was clothed with the Franciscan habit. 
Two years later he was ordained and 
spent the next thirteen years in rela- 
tive seclusion. One day he heard the 
renowed Dominican Preacher, Saint 
Vincent Ferrer, preach at Allessan- 
dria in Piedmont. The sermon over, 
Bernardin sought counsel from the 
Dominican on some of his problems. 
What the two saints discussed we will 
never know. We do, however, know 
that when St. Vincent ascended the 
pulpit the following day he told the 
people that there was a Franciscan 
among his listeners who will do great 
work in Italy, and “whose doctrine 
and example will produce great fruit 
among the whole Christian people.” 
He told them that he would soon take 
leave of them and journey to Spain, 
leaving Italy to the care of this yet 
unknown iriar. 

During the Lenten season of 1417 
Bernardin spoke in some of the secon- 
dary churches of Milan. Before the 
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fason’s end, histreputation as a 
xt few years traveling through Lom- 
fardy, evangelizing the people of each 
wn. along the way. 


HILE PREACHING AT VENICE, Ber- 
fardin was seized with a desire to 
read devotion to the Most Holy 
ame of Jesus. Hitherto, the work 
jad been the particular apostolate of 
fe Dominicans, whom Pope Gregory 
K charged as the official propagators 
if devotion to the Holy Name in 1274 
fitter the Council of Lyons. They had 
faithfully carried out their duties, but 
S with so many things, their interest 
aned with the passing of years.’ Di- 
ine Providence had singled out the 
franciscan—Bernardin of Siena—to 
jestore the Devotion to the Most Holy 
ame to its original lustre. 


| 


Everywhere Bernardin went people 
eceived his preaching with joy. He 
nad a Trigram painted bearing the 
irst three Greek Letters which spell 
Ihe name of “Jesus” (I.H.S.) done 
n beautiful gold. Wherever he 
oreached the Trigram was displayed 
na prominent place. At each mission, 
ne devoted at least one sermon to the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus. It would 
be no understatement were we to say 
chat through this devotion Bernardin 
changed the complexion of many 
towns from dens of iniquity to citadels 
of saints. But Bernardin had yet to 
meet his Calvary. 

He began ascending his personal 
Calvary when he lashed out against 
the Dominican Manfred of Vercelli, 
who was teaching that the anti-Christ 
was already born and that the people 
should prepare for the end of the 
world. Unfortunately, many believed 
Manfred and caused much unrest 
throughout the countryside. Bernar- 
din publicly reprimanded Manfred for 
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yeacher was secured and he spent the © 


his false teaching, only to find himself 
labeled as a heretic for spreading vene- 
ration of a “wooden plaque.” 

When this accusation of heresy was 
brought to the attention of Pope Mar- 
tin V in 1427, he immediately sum- 
moned Bernardin who was then 
preaching at Viterbo, to come to 
Rome and answer the charges against 
him. Arriving in Rome, he was coldly 
received by the Holy Father who 
commanded him to refrain from fur- 
ther preaching and forbade him to 
leave the city of Rome without his 
explicit permission. 

Bernardin’s close friend, St John 
Capistran, was preaching at Rieti 
when news of his friend’s predicament 
reached him. He immediately set out 
for Rome. Arriving at the gates of 
Rome he sponsored the unique march 
on the Vatican alluded to above. The 
Pontiff was so taken by surprise at 
such a demonstration of faith, that he 
ordered the trial he had set postponed 
for a few days lest the theologians 
opinions be influenced by the demon- 
stration they had witnessed. On June 
8, 1427 fifty-two Dominicans, ten 
Augustinians and many Franciscans 
took part in the trial. The principal 
accusation against Bernardin was that 
he, vaingloriously, and in the spirit of 
heretic, tried to introduce an unwar- 
ranted innovation into the liturgy of 
the Church by proposing a new cult 
of the Holy Name of Jesus, thus sup- 
planting the Sign of the Cross in the 
minds of the faithful, with the “sign 
of Bernardin,” namely, the Trigram 
of the Holy Name. His enemies 
heaped every abuse upon him, going 
so far as to call him the anti-Christ. 


34 
C APISTRAN, MEANWHILE, had been 
appointed by the Pope to defend Ber- 
nardin at the trial. As the numerous 
objections to his friend’s doctrine 
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were brought forth, St. John answered 
each and succeeded in putting Ber- 
nardin’s enemies to shame. The trial 
ended with Bernardin’s acquittal. He 
was even commissioned by the Pope 
to preach in St. Peter’s Basilica. On 
this occasion another huge procession 
was formed to honor the Holy Name 
with the Pope and many of the Car- 
dinals taking part in it. During the 
next few days Bernardin is said to 
have preached 114 sermons on the 
Holy Name in Rome itself. On one 
occasion after his talk had been en- 
thusiastically received he remarked to 
his friend how these people, who prev- 
iously would have been happy to burn 
burn him as a heretic, now dared not 
utter a single word against him since 
the Pope had given his personal bless- 
ing upon the apostolate. 

His trials, however, were not over. 
Bernardin’s enemies would not rest 
even though he now enjoyed the favor 
of the Holy See. After preaching in 
Rome he set out for Siena, and there 
he came face to face with his enemies. 
He answered their charges and they 
retreated, only to proceed to Bologna 
and win over to their views the Inqui- 
sitor of the city, Louis Pisano. Ber- 
nardin had a Trigram of the Holy 
Name placed in the Church of St. 
Petronius at Bologna. His enemies suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the Inquisitor’s 
order to have it effaced. When word 
of this action reached Pope Eugene 
IV, who had succeeded Martin V, he 
ordered the Trigram restored. This 
plot having failed, Bernardin was sum- 
moned to a secret trial conducted by 
Cardinal John of Casanova at which 
he was accused of heresy. He com- 
pletely vindicated himself in the eyes 
of the Cardinal, but when word of the 
trial reached the Pope, he repri- 
manded those who had arranged the 
trial and issued a Papal Bull dated 
January 7, 1432 whereby he nullified 
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the acts of the trial since it was con- 
voked without Papal authority. To: 
the chagrin of his enemies, the Pope 
encouraged Bernardin in his work and 
bade him continue his wonderful apos-. 
tolate. 

Hereafter opposition to Bernardin’s. 
teaching arose from time to time in 
various quarters, but it was insignifi- 
cant. He continued his missonary 
preaching, was named Vicar General 
of the Observant Friars in Italy, an 
office which now confined much of 
his activity to the internal affairs of 
the Order. Through his legislation 
Bernardin did much to stablize the 
Order in Italy. 

In April, 1444 Bernardin set out 
for the Kingdom of Naples, a section 
where he had not preached. On this 
journey he visited Perugia, Assisi, 
Spoleto and other cities associated 
with the origins of the Order and its 
Founder. On May 11 he took sick 
while at Spoleto and urged his com- 
panions to get him back to Abruzzi 
After much persuasion, he consented 
to ride upon an ass, due to his weak- 
ened physical condition. Reaching 
Aquila, he found it impossible to jour- 
ney any further and was taken to the 
Conventual friary where, by strange 
coincidence, he was given the room 
they had in reserve for his friend, St. 
John Capistran. Here he died on 
Ascension Eve, May 20, as the friars 
in choir chanted the words: ‘‘Mani- 
festavl nomen tuum hominibus”—‘I 
have manifested your name to men.” 

On March 6, 1447 Thomas Car- 
dinal Parentucelli was elected Pope, 
after the death of Eugene IV. He had 
taken a keen interest in Bernardin; 
hence, shortly after he became Pope 
he issued a bull dated April 14, 1447, 
whereby he imposed perpetual silence 
upon those who opposed Bernardin’s 
teachings. His complete justification 
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Pr. care oF assist has been pro- 
sed as patroness of television. The 
st to suggest St. Clare was Bishep 
dccolini of Assisi; and he did this 
| the occasion of the seven hun- 
jedth anniversary of the death of 
Beeare in 1953. The event in her 
be which is the basis for the sugges- 
on is another Franciscan Christmas 
pry. (See Forum, June 1957,-p. 
4). 

Effects similar to those of modern 
evision were produced for her by 
vine intervention on Christmas 
ight, 1252, her last Christmas on 
rth—this in the middle of the thir- 
enth century, when no one imagined 
ere would ever be anything like tele- 
sion. Lying sick in her convent at 
in Damiano, Clare heard and saw 
e festive solemnities in the Church 
San Francesco at the other end of 
le city, about a mile and a half dis- 
mt (two kilometers, or 6,560 feet). 
there were bells in the tower of San 
cancesco by 1239, and one could 
ear the ringing of these bells at San 
lamiano; but it was not humanly 
yssible to hear the singing of the 
ioir and the music of the organ at 
iat distance. St. Clare heard both, 
ad what is more she saw the interior 
* the church and the Crib which had 
een set up there. She herself told the 
ther nuns about it afterwards. 

/St. Clare died November 8, 1253, 
ad was canonized less than two years 
iter on August 15, 1255. During the 
rocess of canonization, three testi- 
1onial witnesses related the incident 
f Christmas, 1252; and Friar ‘Thomas 
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Saint Clare, Patroness of TV 


A Christmas Story 
by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


of Celano included it in the Latin life 
of St. Clare which he wrote in 1255- 
1256. Incidentally, this life was the 
last piece of writing by the famous 
biographer of St. Francis and author- 
of Dies Irae. The following is Thomas 
of Celano’s account: 

“Not only were the blessed Clare’s 
thoughts always centered on Christ 
during her illness, but Christ also con- 
soled her in her sufferings in a truly 
wonderful manner. In that happy 
Christmas midnight hour, when the 
world joins the angels in singing the 
praises of the new born child, the nuns 
of the convent (of San Damiano) all 
went as usual to their chapel for 
Matins, leaving their Mother, who 
was very sick, without a companion. 
Then she began to think of the Child 
Jesus, and greatly lamented the fact 
that she was unable to take part in 
her sisters’ song of praise. She sighed, 
and said: ‘O Lord, God, behold me 
left alone in this place with You.’ Of 
a sudden, the inspiring singing which 
one could hear on such occasions in 
the Church of San Francesco reached 
her ears. She heard the friars joy- 
fully chanting psalms, she heard the 
harmonious voices of the singers, yes 
she even heard the music of the organ. 
Now, that church was by no means so 
near that Clare could have heard all 
this in a purely natural manner; she 
would not have heard a thing, unless 
the sounds of that feastday celebration 
had been carried to her by divine in- 
terposition, or else her hearing had 
been sharpened far beyond any human 
(See page 35) 
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A Fountain for Youth 
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PRESENTING ST. FRANCIS TO YOUTH 
i by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 
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QO. HIS DEATHBED, we are told, 
Nicholas Lenin was struck with re- 
morse at the ruin and devastation 
caused by the red revolution in Russia. 
Lenin is reported as saying: “If there 
were ten men in Russia like Francis 
of Assisi there would be no need for 
communist revolution.” Given more 
men in the world like Francis of 
Assisi and the causes that spawn 
revolt would disappear. It is the spirit 
of St. Francis that can bring about the 
necessary change in the world that 
makes false reforms like communism 
appear ridiculous. His is a reform 
that concentrates not on institutions, 
not on economic systems, not on poli- 
tical parties, but on individuals. Mul- 
tiply individual reform and you have 
a social reform. And who are more 
suited to get in the fray than young 
people? 

2. Almost singlehandedly St. Francis 
rechristianized the world. When the 
world was growing cold in its love for 
Christ, Francis rekindled the spark 
and fanned it into a consuming flame 
that began to sweep over the world. It 
was he who brought Christ back into 
the world and brought the world back 
to Christ. He revived the love for 
Christ in the crib; the love for Christ 
on the cross and the love for Christ 
on our altars. Paradoxically, Francis 
wrought these wonderful effects not so 
much by what he did but by what he 
was. His was a life permeated with 
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vital faith, vibrant with the love o 
God, and urged to heights of heroisn 
by a profound hope. Faith, hope anc 
love—if Francis had had less of these 
he would not have achieved the result 
he did. When he began to live th 
Gospel life, he did not look beyon« 
the limits of his own personality. h 
the beginning he certainly did not en 
vision a world-wide movement. He 
began with himself; he knew it was < 
big job. He as much as said: “I knoy 
that the world needs reforming, there 
fore, I will begin with myself.” Actu 
ally, the world will be no better thar 
the people who make up the world. 


3. One evening a young father wa 
intent on reading the newspaper. Hi 
little son, however, kept pestering him 
with all sorts of questions. Finally in 
exasperation the father tore a pagi 
from the geography book which hae 
a picture of the world on it. Tearing 
it into smaller pieces he gave them te 
his boy saying: ‘Here put this jigsav 
puzzle together.” In a short time the 
boy was back. ‘Daddy, I’m finished.’ 
“Already?” “Sure it was easy. Ther: 
was a picture of a man on the othe: 
side and I knew if I got the mar 
right, I would get the world right 


4. If we get the man right, we ge 
the world right. There is the crux o 
the problem. Since the fall of man w' 
are torn by conflicts. St. Paul sums j 
up this way: “For I know that in ma 
that is in my flesh, no good dwells be 
cause to wish is in my power, but I d 
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t find the strength to accomplish 
at is good. For I do not do the good 
t I wish, but the evil I do not wish, 
t I perform. I see another law in 

members, warring against the law 
my mind and making me prisoner 
the law of sin that is in my mem- 
meee (Rom. 7, 19, 23). There are 
ee fundamental tendencies in man 
at impede his progress toward God. 


First, there is the greed for posses- 
n. Man has sticky fingers. There is 
ough for everyone’s need, but not 
everyone’s greed. He wants to lay 
Id of and hang on to so much of this 
rishable earth. He sets up creatures 
d creature comforts as his goal. 


Second, there is lust for pleasure. 
e have a tendency to pamper our 
bdies. We are eager to gratify our 
nses and satisfy the whims and de- 
es of the flesh, often in defiance of 
e will of God. Finally, there is that 
ride in power. How we love to 
yminate. How we plot and counter- 
lot just to be on top. How we ride 
ughshod over the rights and feel- 
gs of others just to have our own 
tty way. 

5. That is the status quo. Now what? 
long comes the Third Order and 
ys: “Here is a program designed to 
‘Ip you overcome these tendencies. 
ere is a rule of life that will make 
easier for you to get to Heaven. 
o help overcome the greed of pos- 
ssions, the rule inculcates the spirit 
detachment from the things of this 
orld. The very first rule states: “In 
| things let the members of the Third 
rder avoid extremes of cost and style 
serving the golden mean suited to 
ch one’s station in life.’ We find a 
rther aid in this matter in the rule: 
et them ‘contribute according to 
eir means to a common fund from 
nich the poorer members may be 
ded.” If we observe these particu- 
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lar precepts, we stand a better chance 
keeping in check our hankering for 
material possessions. By pledging to 
observe moderation in daily life and 
contributing to the common fund a 
member is pulling in the reins on this 
greed tor possessions. 

6. To counteract our lust for pleas- 
ure the rule states: “Let them with the 
utmost caution stay away from dances 
and shows which savor of licence as 
well as from al] forms of dissipation.” 
‘Let them fast on the vigil of the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception and 
that of St. Francis.” Another restraint 
on this body coddling is the inconveni- 
ence, slight though it be, entailed in 
the rule: “The members shall wear 
the small cord and scapular as pres- 
cribed.” The rule helps us check our 
pride of power by tying us down to 
a definite program. Even in this mat- 
ter of serving God so many of us 
want to do it in our own way. We 
are restive and impatient when a path 
is traced for us. By fidelity to a rule, 
by nailing ourselves down to specifics, 
we are overcoming the urge to have 
everything our way. 

7. To put it ina nutshell: The Third 
Order tries to instill the spirit of the 
vows that embody the Gospel counsels. 
As Pope Pius XI put it when he clari- 
fied this point: To the vow of poverty 
corresponds the detachment of heart 
from the goods of this world. To the 
vow of chastity corresponds the spirit 
of penance through mortification and 
moderation. To the vow of obedience 
corresponds the spirit of obedience 
which shows itself in generously obey- 
ing the commands of God and the 
rule of the Third Order. 


8. The Third Order is a spiritual 
system that takes into consideration the 
whole man. It is a state of life with a 
rule sufficiently flexible to suit every 
situation, vigorous enough to satisfy 
the demands of the soul, and capable 
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of leading all men of good will to the 
heights of sanctity. It is a powerhouse 
of the spiritual life bringing to every- 
thing a new religious energy, an ex- 
uberance of Christian living. 


9. Pope Leo XIII, the second found- 
er of the Third Order who gave us the 
present version of the rule in 1883, 
once complained: “Today in the 
Church there are many Caholics but 
few true Christians.” But he goes on 
to,add:) “Ihe  Dhird Order vores. 
Francis fashions true Christians.” 
Using practically the same word Pope 
Pius XI states: “When one enters the 
Third Order, he becomes a_ true 
Christian.” When we think of the 
history of the Third Order, we find 
consoling corroboration. We _ have 
numerous examples of zealous souls 
from all walks of life who have at- 
tained an eminent degree of holiness 
through the Third Order program. 
We can mention Elizabeth of Hun- 
gary, Louis of France, Elizabeth of 
Portugal, Thomas More. More than 
twenty-five founders of religious orders 
belonged to the Third Order. Among 
other illustrious names found on the 
rosters of tertiary fraternities are 
Christopher Columbus, Vasco da 
Gama, Dante, Cervantes, Coventry 
Patmore, Francis ‘Thompson, Cima- 
bue, Michaelangelo, Palestrina, Liszt, 
Gounod and many others. 

10. The Third Order is not some- 
thing added to or different from Chris- 
tianity. It is Christianity. It is con- 
centrated Christianity. It is Chris- 
tianity in capsule form. It is the 
Gospel life reduced to a_ practical, 
work-a-day formula. The Third Order 
is not just a petty ready made plan for 
collective action, It is not simply a 
matter of meetings to carry on the 
memory of St. Francis. It is a real reli- 
2ious order for lay people who want to 
channel their capacity for good, who 
want to stabilize their lives by putting 
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some system in it. To be a Thire 
Order member means to tear one’s 


life out of the clutches of medioc ity 
and make it supernaturally fruitful) 

11. Like every other order the Thine 
Order has a rule of life, a period of 
probation, a distinctive habit, a pros 
fession received in the name of the 
Church by an authorized priest, 
divine daily office consisting of 12 
Our Fathers, Hail Marys and Glory: 
and a semblance of the common lifd 
in the monthly meetings. 


12. Next, the requirements for mem. 
bership—age, peace-loving, good char! 
acter, loyalty to the Church. Wher 
speaking to young people we play 
up the idea that the age set so low 
indicates the Church’s desire that 
young people enroll in the Thire 
Order. The sooner young people bes 
gin to take note of the more serious 
things in life, the better. It is im: 
portant that early in life they form 
high ideals lest they burn out thei 
energies in unwholesome _ pursuits: 
We do not hesitate to point out the 
daily, weekly, monthly and annua 
obligations stressing above all the 
spirit of mortification and moderatior 
demanded by the rule. We do no 
water down any of the harsher ele 
ments. To avoid any lack of under. 
standing we pass out a copy of the 
rule, 

13. What does a person gain bi 
membership? Too many people are in 
clined to place the whole value of th 
Third Order in the wealth of indul 
gences offered to members. They ar 
numerous to be sure. About tw 
hundred days in the year a membe 
can gain a plenary indulgence, thirty 
five times he may request the speciall 
indulgenced blessing, twice a year h 
is entitled to the papal blessing, eac 
month he gains a plenary indulgenc 
by attending the meeting. No othe 
society is so richly blessed. Howeve 
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any as they are, the value of the 
hird Order does not even begin 
ith the question of indulgences. We 
ight say, these are a bonus, some- 
ing added over and above the essen- 
Is. 

14. A very important thing to re- 
ember is that by profession in a true 
der a person’s life is taken over by 
e Church and elevated to a can- 
ical status as part of her elite. By 
ofession all of one’s actions are con- 
crated to God. By virtue of this 
ofession, his actions sanctified and 
nobled, merit a special reward in 
e eyes of God. If, for example, two 
rsons one of whom is a tertiary 
rform similar actions with the same 
ount of diligence and fervor and 
sire to please God, the action of the 
hird Order member will be more 
eritorius. What makes the differ- 
nce? The fuller dedication. 

15. In appraising the value of mem- 
ership we keep in mind that a Ter- 
ary becomes an official go-between 
etween man and God. When he 
rays his office, he is carrying on the 
rayer life of the Church in an offi- 
al capacity. God sees the Church 
raying through the lips of the mem- 
er. Other things being equal this 
Tice has greater efficacy than pri- 
ute prayer. Realizing this we begin 
. comprehend the dignity of mem- 


ership in the Third Order. 


16. One of the greatest advantages 
e the guidelines along the way of life 
at the Third Order rule furnishes. 
Thenever we make a trip, we are 
ateful for the signs that indicate 
irves, washouts, hills, narrow bridges, 
ppery pavement, etc. Because of 
ese markers we drive with greater 
nfidence. What journey is more im- 
wrtant than our journey to Heaven? 
ad what road is more infested with 
nger, slippery pavements, low under 
sses, rough detours? If anywhere 
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we welcome guideposts, certainly it 
is along this road. There is a lot of 
wasted effort in our striving for vir- 
tue because we are not acquainted 
with the lay of the land. We often 
run into blind alleys or run outside 
the course just because we do not 
know. A rule such as that of the 
Third Order takes the hit and miss 
out of our efforts. It give substance 
and stability to our striving. We travel 
with greater assurance. 

17. This assurance is increased by 
the fact that the Church has put her 
stamp of approval on the rule de- 
claring that if anyone is faithful to 
that rule, he can be confident of 
reaching his goal in life. At the 
moment of profession, the priest, 
speaking in the name of God says: 
“And lon the part of sGod; it you 
observe these things, promise you 
life everlasting.” What more do we 
ask? 

18. Membership in the Third Order 
makes us stockholders in one of the 
ereatest organizations in the world. 
Members share in all the prayers, 
good works, sufferings and sacrifices 
of the entire Franciscan family which 
includes, besides the four million se- 
cular tertiaries, all the members of 
the first order, the poor Clares and 
Third Order regular. This is a Fran- 
ciscan communion of Saints replete 
with blessings and graces, having as 
its patron and model one of the great- 
est saints of all times, St. Francis of 
Assisi. 

19. We are living in a day when 
nothing less than eminent sanctity is 
needed. It is no longer enough for 
us to be good enough. Especially 
must our young people realize that 
what they think and do now will 
shape life in the home, in the schools, 
in the factories, in the political arena 
of the future. And they dare not be 
mediocre. 
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January 3, 1933-January 3, 1958 


Jubilee 
at the 
Crossroads 


by Jennie Marie Mucker 


Wars HEAVENLY VISITORS come to 
earth they usually chose some quiet, 
remote spot, away from the hustle and 
bustle of the marketplace. On that 
first Christmas night, the angels came 
to shepherds who were watching their 
flocks on the hills of Bethlehem. The 
three children at Fatima were likewise 
tending sheep when Our Lady came 
to them forty years ago. And Ber- 
nadette was a quiet little shepherd 
girl. 

Lest this might lead some to think 
that such places are the only ones 
suitable to celestial manifestations, 
God chose a location quite the op- 
posite when he sent His Holy Mother 
again to earth with His warning to 
mankind. Our Lady came to Beau- 
raing at the point where a railroad 
track crosses a main highway. This 
railroad leads from Namur, Dinant, 
and Houyet through Beauraing to the 
Ardennes in France. The road at this 
point is the one from Feschaux which, 
after passing Beauraing, continues on 
its way to Rochefort. 
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Where Our Lady Appeared 


Christ and His Mother do not dd 
things by chance. There must have 
been a real reason for Our Lady's 
coming at the junction of these twe 
symbols of twentieth-century indus: 
trialized civilization. Did she wan 
men and women today to become 
more aware of the fact that God 1 
everywhere, in the sprawling cities 
and towns as well as in the remote 
hill country! 


Be that as it may! The message giver 
to the five children of Beauraing at the 
crossroads is no less timely today on 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
unusual event than it was in 1932! 
The main purpose of Our Lady’ 
visit to Beauraing is as she _hersel: 
said, “I will convert sinners.” Bu 
she also asked the price when she 
bade the children, ‘pray, pray all 
ways,” and later when she said “sac| 
rifice yourself for me.’ Our Lad: 
asked for ‘“‘a chapel,” and then, later 
that “people may come here on pil 
grimage.” 

Prayer and penance are the means 
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e conversion of sinners, the return 
mankind to God, the end. Did 
r Lady’s clear vision behold the sin, 
vice, the crime of the twentieth 
tury’s industrialized civilization! 
r a total of thirty-three times be- 
en November 29, 1932 and Janu- 
3, 1933, the Blessed Mother 
wed herself to the children of two 
ilies of this little market town. 
ey were: Fernande, Gilberte, and 
fee Voisin, ages 15, 13, and 11, 
pectively; and Andre and Gilberte 
geimbre, who were 14 and 9 years 
: 
During the latter apparitions, Our 
dy identified herself as the “Queen 
|Heaven, the Mother of God, the 
umaculate Virgin.” She also showed 
: Immaculate Heart, dazzling as the 
rest gold, and wore on her head a 
liant crown of golden rays. Thus 
uld she confirm her Queenship as 
i as her earlier request at Fatima 
r devotion io her Immaculate Heart. 
a her right arm she also had a rosary 
iring some of the apparitions. It 
yuld seem the Lourdes and Fatima 
re not enough for this Mother of 
srcy. She knows the value of im- 
ortal souls; she loves as only a 
other can, each and every soul cre- 
ed by God. Therefore she lets noth- 
x undone to persuade mankind to 
turn to God, so that men may one 
y enter Heaven. 


While the shrine at Beauraing, sub- 
yuently approved by the Church, is 
e constant scene of pilgrimages, 
th large and small, from many 
untries of Euroupe, from England, 
d from Ireland, it is relatively un- 
own in America. Only in the past 
w years has an article appeared here 
d there in some magazine or pam- 
let. So far as is known to the writer, 
> first complete, day-by-day account 
all the thirty-three apparitions to 
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appear in a hard-cover book was re- 
leased last month.* 

Perhaps the Silver Jubilee celebra- 
tion at the crossroads in Beauraing is 
the occasion chosen by Our Lady to 
re-awaken in Americans their latent 
zeal for the conversion of sinners. As 
this article goes to press, elaborate 
plans are in the making for the jubi- 
lee celebration of this twentieth cen- 
tury manifestation of the Queen of 
Heaven, the Queen with the Heart of 
Gold. If each one who reads this 
article can interest at least one more 
person to pray to Our Lady of Beau- 
raing for the conversion of sinners, 
perhaps the time of ‘tone fold and one 
Shepherd” will be hastened. 


*The Queen’s Heart of Gold, by Pageant 
Press, 101 Fifth Ave., New York 3, N. Y., 
$2.50. 


Holy Name 
(Continued from page 24) 


came when on May 26, 1450, over 
2,000 Franciscans marched in solemn 
procession from the Convent of Ara 
Coeli to St. Peter’s Basilica to witness 
the canonization of the Champion of 
the Holy Name. And surely, no one 
in the throng was more thrilled than 
his life long friend and defendant—St. 
John Capistran, who had worked tire- 
lessly to see this day arrive. 

Bernardin’s confreres carried on his 
apostolate. The devotion spread 
throughout the world so that today we 
accept it and take it for granted. 
Little do people realize the treach- 
erous road which its champions had 
to tread. Today, the Church cele- 
brates the feast of the Most Holy 
Name on the Sunday between the 
Feast of the Circumcision and_ the 
Feast of Epiphany. 
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Live in the Holy Spirit, Bruno Hagspiel, 
S.V.D., Bruce, $3.50. 


Father Bruno Hagspiel’s name on a book 
is an excellent recommendation. He is at 
his best when he is writing for religious, 
especially for nuns. A man of wide experi- 
ence, deep insight and refreshing humor, 
he is a delight to read. Like a true father 
of a family, he can be firm and understand- 
ing. At times he does not hesitate to up- 
braid where he sees abuses in religious life, 
but underneath it all there is a kindly spirit 
anxious for one thing only—that those con- 
secrated to God serve Him with undivided 
loyalty. Several chapters in particular were 
impressive. In ‘Be Loyal to Your Com- 
munity,’ the author says this loyalty will 
show itself by obedience, gratitude and 
sanctification. The next very important 
chapter is “Sister Formation: Spiritual and 
Intellectual.’ We believe this chapter has 
special application today when there is 
danger of religious communities trying to 
keep up with the standards set by secular 
institutions which have no concept of relig- 
ious life. We are suffering from a religious 
“keep-up-with-the-Jones” ailment. This is 
one section in which the author gets vehe- 
ment for he sees in this attitude a serious 
threat to the spiritual development of re- 
ligious. This book can be read with profit 
at any time but we especially recommend 
it for refectory reading. e 


Conferences on the Religious Life, Biskupek 
S.V.D., Bruce, $3.50. 


Father Biskupek provides the reader with 
solid reflections on the fundamental pur- 
pose of the spiritual life—self-sanctification 
and service to mankind. Throughout the 
book one detects a definite note of encour- 
agement. It is true that the author points 
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out the difficulties that often tend to mak 
a religious forget his basic goal, but he goe 
on to encourage him to strive more zea 
ously to overcome these difficulties in vie 
of the blessings and advantages of his loftf 
vocation. To achieve these blessings, daih 
effort, constant vigilance and repeated sel® 
examination are necessary. Only then car 
a religious hope to attain union with Chris 
which is his objective, his “reward exceee 
ingly great.” 


The Practice of the Rule, Louis Colil 
C.SS.R., Newman, $3.75. 


There is no dearth of reading matter fel 
religious. This book gives a complete ard 
precise treatment of the nature, necessiti 
obstacles and development of the rules fel 
lowed by religious communities. This is net 
a moral or a canonical treatise, but @ 
ascetical synthesis. Fr. Colins is a trad 
tionalist and leans heavily on what w¢ 
written before. He quotes generously an’ 
frequently from reliable sources on suc’ 
matters as the authority of the rule, thi 
love of the rule, the hindrances to the i» 
terior life, the role of subject and superici 
Whoever has charge of training young r’ 
ligious will find this book helpful in } 
much as it brings together a lot of materi 
which would otherwise require much 1) 
search, 


Holy Mass and Life, A. Biskupek, S.V.I 
Society of St. Paul, $2.50. 


The Mass is the core of Catholic wa 
ship. Take away the Mass and you tel 
out the very heart of Christianity. In t/! 
Mass we receive our strength and inspitil 
tion to fulfill the demands of our callin} 
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| author’s theme is: The sacrifice of the 
is the source of Christian perfection. 
sth presents the Mass as a pattern 
hristian growth in grace. The author 
les the Mass into seven parts and ex- 
s the meanings of the various prayers 
as to their liturgical content and their 
jal significance to us today. An excel- 
summary crystalizes the principles giv- 
n the book. 1. Keep sin out of our 
and strive for purity of conscience. 
he program of a Christian should be 
ry to God in the highest.” Whatever 
not serve this purpose is to be avoided. 
Know your religion, using the Gospels 
he chief source of information. 4. Let 
daily “‘offertory” be your good inten- 
ba which you dedicate your work and 
crosses to the glory of God. 5. Let 
consecration suggest a personal trans- 
ation into Christ. Your natural self 
die to make room for Christ. 6. 
e in Christ and he sustains and 
ngthens you in Holy Communion. 7. 
Jesus in your fellowmen and love them 
1 a supernatural love. A prayerful con- 
ration of the various parts of the Mass 
suggest practical and often surprising 
lications to life. The more the Mass is 
lerstood, the more it will be used to ful- 
the ideal of Christian living, the more 
ness there will be among the faithful. 
ing the Mass is the strongest protection 
inst the spirit of the world. The theme 
xcellent and the book deserves wide cir- 
ition. e 


Cell and Cloister, Doley Moss, Bruce, 
4.00. 


teligious orders form an integral part of 
Church. Their value and importance 
not be overestimated. There are many 
| their work is varied. This book gives 
historical sketch of the leading orders. 
nakes no attempt to be historically com- 
‘e. It is a non-professional work written 
a layman for laymen. The writer traces 
origin and growth of various orders, 
icates the purpose of each and the con- 
ution to the life of the Church and 
lization in general. Some of the key 
res and founders in this great develop- 
nt are succinctly portrayed. Twenty-five 
erent orders are treated in this volume. 
s is a good book to give a person who 
its to survey the field before deciding 
vocation. It has a fund of information 
t every Catholic ought to know too. @ 
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The Land of Stones and Saints, Francis 
Parkinson Keyes, Doubleday, $4.95. 


Without a doubt the most interesting 
part of history is not the sequence of 
events, but people. People make history. 
Carlyle once wrote “The history of the 
world is but the biography of great men.” 
Drawn to Avila in Spain, the author felt 
constrained to tell the amazing story of this 
amazing city, not in the conventional man- 
ner of relating history, but in terms of the 
great souls produced in the city. The 
period she covers extends from the fifteenth 
century, through the sixteenth and into the ~ 
seventeenth. We read about Princess Isa- 
bella, later Queen of Spain and the provi- 
dential benefactrix of Columbus. The two 
names that stand out, of course, are Teresa 
and John of the Cross. These two have 
solidly established the reputation of being 
the greatest mystics in the Church. Maria 
Vela is brought to the attention of the 
public for the first time. She is another 
remarkable mystic whose autobiography 
was ferretted out of convent archives where 
it was hidden and forgotten for three and 
a half centuries. Another light shedding 
lustre on the age is Pedro Bautista, a Fran- 
ciscan Missionary to the Philippines and 
Ambassador of Spain to Japan. His life’s 
story gives the impression that he was a 
“seraphic spitfire.’ He met a martyr’s 
death with twenty-five co-workers in the 
presence of four thousand persons who 
gathered around the new Calvary. Even 
though there are five biographies within the 
325 pages, they are nevertheless quite com- 
plete. The authoress has the happy ability 
of using limited space to the best advan- 
tage. 


St. Anthony Guild has published several 
new pamphlets. There Is more than One 
Way to Say Mass (10¢) treats of the vari- 
ous rites in the Catholic Church. A Judge 
Talks to the Graduates (10¢) gives a fresh 
approach to commencement exercises. Ten 
Commandments for Teen-ager (10¢) is a 
commentary on the ‘““Ten Commandments” 
drawn up by teen-agers of northern Cali- 
fornia which have been adopted by many 
youth groups throughout the country. Love 
Came Pleading is a play based on the life 
of St. Therese of Lisieux written for chil- 
dren. Too Young? gives a picture story of 
a vocation to the priesthood. Leisured, 
low-pressured and general enough to be 
used by every vocation director. e 
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An Open Letter to Hour of St. Francis 
Tertiary Supporters: 


In supporting the Hour of St. Francis, you 
never spent a better dollar. 


Perhaps in our publicity about “The 
Hour,’ we have not made clear that the 
radio program is a missionary and charit- 
able enterprise. It is extending help not 
only to non-Catholics abroad, but also to 
people in our own country who are spirit- 
ually starved. You may find the following 
incident hard to believe, but it happened 
on a recent television program. A famous 
master of ceremonies mentioned that he 
had once presented on his show a beautiful 
arrangement of the Lord’s Prayer. In his 
audience mail he received letters from lis- 
teners asking him who wrote the words! 


Recently we secured a station in Tryon, 
North Carolina. The pastor of the church 
there wrote us that he has only 77 baptized 
Catholics in a county and a half. He can 
reach hardly a fraction of the non-Cath- 
olics. “The Hour of St. Francis” can reach 
them all. 


You and other members of your frater- 
nity are millionaires in the Faith. What is 
“The Hour of St. Francis” asking you to 
do through your donation? Simply to share 
your wealth—-the grace, the consolation 
and the truth you enjoy—with people who 
are literally starving for faith. 

Incidentally, have you or other members 
of your Fraternity contacted your local sta- 
tion and asked them to carry “The Hour 
of St. Francis”? Many stations have never 
been approached by tertiaries in their area. 

You can always be assured of the best, 
although invisible and silent, return from 
your generosity to the radio apostolate. 
That return is the grateful prayers of the 
staff of “The Hour” and all the untold 
hundreds of thousands who thank God for 
the good the program has done them. And 
you are doing the kind of giving that your 
Holy Father St. Francis himself enjoyed 
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and valued most. He never felt happie' 
or more blessed than when he was givin} 
his last crust of bread to a beggar who di! 
not even return a word of thanks. 


Believe us, in supporting “The Hour 
St. Francis,’ you never spent a bette 
dollar. | 

Tue Hour or Sr. Francis — 


Ths Little Lame Lamb This is a musi 
and story album presented by Disneylani 
Records for Christmas. Singer Mary Mai 
tin tells the story of one night, long aga 
when on a lonely hill near Greccio, Italy 
St. Francis of Assisi told a shepherd ba 
of his great plan: to stage, on Christma 
Eve, a re-enactment of the birth of Chri 
for the benefit of the Greccio Villager: 


The plan was realized and Mary Marti 
recounts how the shepherd boy, with he 
little lame lamb, made a dangerous journée 
in order to be present at the ceremony. — 


“The Little Lame Lamb” cover is ¥th 
cover photo of “Family Circle’ magazine 
Christmas issue which has a circulation + 
4,000,000 and is distributed in every Sta, 
and Canada. It shows St. Francis and thi 
shepherd boy at Greccio. In additic 
“Family Circle’ has devoted twelve fu 
color pages in presenting “‘The Little Lam 
Lamb” as its feature story in its importa 
Christmas issue. Color illustrations are 
Walt Disney’s staff. 


Here is an opportunity for Francisca 
throughout the U. S. to bring the real § 
Francis to the attention of the younge 
and the oldest with this intriguing litt 
story, beautifully told. 


Tertiaries’ Zeal for Divine Office 


Fr. Thaddeus MacVicar O.F.M. Ca’ 
director of Queen of Angels Fraterni 
Long Island City, sends us the followij 
item which appeared in Worship magazil 
several months ago. Here is what a ze! 
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pastor and Third Order director, 
er Richard Longely, has accomplished 
an equally zealous group of tertiaries 
t. Richard’s parish, Richfield, Minne- 
a suburb of Minneapolis. 

he Parish of St. Richard,” says the 
le, “is the mother church of a thriving 
rnity of the Third Order of St. Fran- 
Its full membership is from the en- 
Twin City area. True to the spirit of 
order, the tertiaries concentrate on 
itual works. 


This past December, for example, the 
ernity promoted the Advent Wreath 
Il neighboring parishes. At meetings 
functions, the tertiaries wear the large 
habit of the Conventional Tertiary 
vince of Our Lady of Consolation. 
2ir devout present at solemn parish 
monies and processions edifies all 
ers and adds to the splendor of the 
rgy. 

The parish also mothers a confraternity 
he Cord Bearers of St. Francis for those 
young to belong to the Third Order. 


The teritiaries take a leading role in 
prayer life of the parish. All canonical 
rs are recited daily in the church ac- 
ding to the Short Breviary, by a group 
tertiaries under the leadership of John 
hl (Brother Benedict), an alumnus of 
John’s University. All Third Order 
mbers who are in the parish form choirs 
assure that the entire office is chanted 
ly in the parish Church.” 


Assistance for Poor Clares. Mr. William 
Coleman of 440 W. Michigan Ave., 
y Paw, Michigan asks us to appeal for 
ommunity of Poor Clares in Great Bri- 
1 who have been struggling for many 
rs to complete their covenant. They 
y live nearby in an old private house 
ch, because of its condition, must soon 
torn down. 

“he sisters do most of the work them- 
es and the new convent’s outside struc- 
> of walls and roof is done. It still needs 
ring, woodwork, ceilings and plastering, 
electricity, water and heating. 

Aoney can be sent by check or money 
er or in dollar notes to: Reverend 
ther Abbess, Convent of the Poor Clares 
ettines, Hawarden, Nr. Chester, North 
les, Great Britain. Ordinary postage 
cents ; air mail is 15 cents. 

he sisters will be most grateful for even 
ite, and they pray daily for benefactors 
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- and the dear ones, living and dead. Your 


donations will be prayerfully remembered. 


Alexander Fritta will be remembered as 
a singer with a dramatic tenor voice who 
sang at the Tertiary Convention of the 
Sacred Heart Province during the Marian 
Year. On that occasion he premiered an 
original Ave Maria which he composed 
while languishing in a concentration camp 
in Poland. This Ave Maria has been re- 
leased by the Calvary Record Company 
of New York. It is a high fidelity 33% 
long play recording. The narration is by 
Albert J. Nimeth O.F.M., Manager of 
the Forum, Background music by the Cal- 
vary Choir. The record is available through 
the Franciscan Herald Press, $5.95. Also 
available sheet music $1.00 per copy. 4 
part choir (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) $1.00 


per copy. e 


Put God on Your Payroll, Florence Wedge, 
20 cents, treats of a delicate subject— 
the Church and money. The authoress 
treats the matter with an abundance of 
good common sense and not a little 
humor. Every pastor should send a copy 
to all his parishioners. @ 


Saint Clare 
(Continued from page 25) 


ability. But what surpassed this mira- 
cle of sounds, was the fact that she 
was permitted also to see the very 
Crib of the Lord. And when her 
spiritual daughters came to her in the 
morning, the blessed Clare said: 
‘Praised be the Lord Jesus Christ who 
did not leave me alone, when you left 
me to myself. By the grace of Christ, 
I have actually witnessed the entire 
divine service (Matins and holy Mass) 
which was celebrated this night in the 
Church of San Francesco.” 


Such is the strictly historical account 
of Thomas of Celano. The Fioretti, 
or Little Flowers of St. Francis, writ- 
ten later on, embellishes the story 
somewhat (Chapter 35), and repre- 


“ce 


sents St. Clare as having been “car- 
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ried miraculously to the Church of 
St. Francis, so that she was present at 
Matins, assisted at the Midnight Mass, 
and received holy Communion, after 
which she was carried back to her 
bed.” The correct version of the story 
is the one given by Thomas of Celano, 
who clearly states that St. Clare 
heard and saw the services at San 
Francesco without leaving her bed. 


Whether or not St. Clare is chosen 
as the heavenly patroness of television 
will depend on the number of requests 
which will be received by the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites. Did you ever 
write a letter to the Holy Father? 
You can do so now. Begin with ''Most 
Holy Father" and conclude with ''Your 
Holiness’ humble and obedient serv- 
ant,’ and address the letter to: His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII, care of The 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, Vatican 
City. Now that the Boston Congress 
of the Third Order has decided to find 
a place for the Hour of St. Francis 
on television, the declaration of St. 
Clare as patroness of TV will be both 
an inspiration and a promise of success. 
What she saw and heard in her sick- 
room on Christmas night in 1252 will 
also make a good TV program in the 
twentieth century. 


The Franciscan Message 


To The World 
(Continued from page 13) 


lost before their eyes and who do 
nothing to stop the rout. It is time 
they thought of their responsibility 
and of the form their future activity 
should take. Many of us today are 
anxious to become apostles; very few 
are prepared to make the hard, un- 
spectacular, mental effort, which is the 
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essential condition of effective actio) 
in behalf of the Faith in the times 1 
which we live. . 

You never have any trouble getti 
thousands to gather to hear you tal 
believe me, I know. But with all e 
colleges and universities and_ stu 
clubs, it is worth your life to get 
half-dozen people who will stand u 
and be heard—and worth your li 
twice to get half that number wh 
will be worth hearing. The fact i 
millions love the Faith enough to di 
for it; few have studied it har) 
enough to be able to defend it. If St 
Francis were here today he woul 
establish a school for preachers ant 
lay speakers on the Faith. 

So many think that they can b 
given painlessly and in tabloid forr 
a collection of cliches that will tur 
them overnight into defenders of ther 
Faith. They should disillusion then 
selves with the steady realization thai 
they can get nothing without swea’ 
Until more are prepared for this grin 
that is required of them, claims tha 
“the laity would like to play a part 1 
the apostolate” will ring somewhe 
hollow. The lead has been given bu 
the follow up has not been conspicu 
ous. This is because the follow-up re 
quires effort; and that is just what s 
many of us are not quite prepared t 
oive. 


From what has just been said 
would exempt the faithful few, th 
gloriously inconspicuous few who ar 
speaking up for the spiritual with th 
tireless courage. I would salute ther 
here for what they are—the salt of th 
earth, the light of the world, th 
champions of all we hold dear. Th 
Third Order members are sample 
My whole plea is that their numbx 
should be increased. Until it is, th 
fight will go against us—and § 
Francis will be overrun by Marx. 
don’t think he can be! 
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CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 


JANUARY 
Se Teall 


Bl. Angela of Foligno W. 3 
Feb. 28.) 


Circumcision. G.A. 


Holy Name of Jesus. 


Epiphany. G.A. & P.I. 

mime doric GC. l-Or. CCap. Jan. 28). 
Sts. Berard & Comp. M. 1 Ord. 

i Benard of Corleone C. 1 Ord. 

ie ©) doric~C. l Or. (Cap.) 
Selivacintha V. 3 Or. 

Bie Cours Albertoni W. 3 Or. (Fran. 
Feb. 28.) 


Or.—(Fran. 


| HEAR 


good again! 


- - such results reported by thousands! 
SEND TODAY for proof of how many 
found good hearing and relief from those 
miserable ear noises, caused by catarrh of 
the head! That’s what these men and women 
(many past 70) reported after using our 
simple Elmo Palliative HOME TREAT- 
MENT! It may be the answer to your 
prayers. Absolutely NOTHING TO WEAR! 
You, too, may enjoy good results like thous- 
ands have reported, during our past 20 
years, if you suffer with such conditions. 
Write today for PROOF OF RELIEF and 
WONDERFUL OFFER OF 30 DAY 
TREATMENT ON TRIAL! Send NO 
MONEY ... pay ONLY if helped! 

THE ELMO COMPANY 
DEPT. 8CAQ1 DAVENPORT, IOWA 


OBITVUA RW 


Brother Theolophilus (5). 

Sister M. Nothburga (Oldenburg), Sister 
M. Blanca (Hartwell), Sister Matiana and 
Sister Isidore (Wheaton), Sister Radegunsis 
and Sister Servatia (Joliet), Sister Gertrude 
(Little Falls). 


Florence Fitz- 
Marie Kuper, Mary 
Oswald, Elizabeth 


Chicago: Agnes Anchor, 
gerald, Helen Kioski, 
T. Murray, Theodore 
Reiner—Cleveland: Anthony Scott, Mary 
Beck, Helen Geighan, Valeria Merman, 
Olympia Zabkowska—Coral Gables, Fla.: 
Helen Donohue—Detroit: Gertrude Barker, 
Lydia Buehle, Maud Kennedy—Houston: 
Annie Hume — Louisville: Rose Bryant, 
Catherine McCormick, Rose Fitzgerald— 
Milwaukee: Rosina Zoladkerwicz, Ruth 
Schubert, Margaret Becker, Barbara Goll— 
Oklahoma City: Ida Dougherty — Pitts- 
burgh: Raymond J. Cullinane—St. Bernard, 
Ohio: Anna Mary Vandenberg—St. Paul: 
Ann Geiger—Pamona, California: Elenore 
Fleming. 


Put the FORUM on your mailing list 
for current Obituary notices of your 


THE FRAN- 


community or fraternity: 


CISCAN HERALD and FORUM, 1434 


West 5lst Street, Chicago 9, Illinois. 


VOCATIONS TO AN ACTIVE COMMUNITY 
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 
conduct hospitals, Schools of Nursing, Homes 
for Children, the aged, teaching. Write to: 


The Reverend Mother General, St. Mary of the 
Angels Convent, 1000—30th Street, Rock Island, Ill. 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 
Chicago, 9,9llinois 


der. 
or two penetrating 
designed to 
reader. 


clubs and eyen private meditation. 
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GETTING WISE IN THE WAYS 
OF GOD 25 


by Albert Nimeth, O.F.M. 


This is a series of short, very pertinent and 
up to date discussion on the spiritual life 
with a special reference to the Third Or- 


Each little section is followed by one 
questions which are 
bring out the best in the 


Good for discussion groups, study 


1434 West 51st Street, Chicago 9, Ilinois 
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Marian Books and Booklets | 


(1) MARY IN THE LITURGY, S 
by Owen Bennet O.F.M- Conve & 2. ose seeie terete nnn Pa: 
A brief history of Catholic devotion to Our Lady. 
(2) OUR LADY AND ST. FRANCIS, 2 . 
by Raphael Brown)... ou... =a 2- . see ee $1.09 &4 
An anthology from the earliest documents on St. Francis. a 
(3) DEVOTION TO MARY IN FRANCISCAN TRADITION, 
by Christian Eugene O.F.M. . 2 >~. tt Tees i = os 
Printed in two colors and beautifully illustrated. zi 
(4) KNIGHT OF THE IMMACULATE, } 
by Jeremiah Smith O.F.M. Gonv, . 2. 22 ooo 25 ce 
Life story of Father Maximilian Kolbe, ; 
(5) FRANCISCAN CROWN (MEDITATIONS) 
Fi lyn Sup te, bile be abe lah De mote alae 5 cents or $3.50 o 
Brief meditations on the Seven Joys of the Blessed Virgin. 
(6) OUR LADY OF THE SMILE, 
by Stephane Piat O.F.M... .. ... cua ws se es tiene en 3 


The Little Flower’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 


(7) LITTLE OFFICE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 


Monsignor Knox’s translation of the psalms, simply arranged. 


(8) DEVOTION FOR THE ERRING 


Official archeonfraternity prayers in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

(9) OUR LADY AT LOURDES, A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
by Marion Habig O.F.M. 

A brief history of the Lourdes Apparations; a timely review and reminder for the Lou 

centenary. | 

(10) NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


For public and private use during the Lourdes centenary year. 


(Il) MAY DEVOTIONS 


by Clementine Deymann O.F.M. .......6.55 «0 u ueneee 75 @ 

A reprint and revision of a classic booklet in use for the past 75 years. Brief meditation 
each day of May. 3 
' 
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